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~Lesson for February 6 in this Issue 


Choosing Between Graces 


Many a Christian is too easily contented with 


there ‘are as many idols as idol worshipers, and every 
such idol worshiper finds his idol in the looking- 
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The Gospel of the Kingdom (Studies in Matthew) 
5. January 30.—Jesus Greeted as King...Matthew 21 : 1-46 
6. February 6—The Marriage Feast (May be used 
. with Missionary Applications) ..... Matthew 22: 1-14 
7. February 13.—Lessons on Citizenship (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Deuteron- 
omy 8 : 6-11; Matthew 22 : 15-22, 34-40 
8. February 20.—The Wise and the Foolish Virgins 
Matthew 25 : 1-13 
9. February 27.—Rewards of Faithfulness. Matthew 25 : 14-30 
10. March 6.—Jesus Among His Friends ..Matthew 26 : 1-13 
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The Idol of the Looking-Glass 


Some men see their god when they look into 
the mirror. That is where the fool, who says in 
his heart, “There is no God,” really worships his 
god! Commenting upon that very passage in his 
annual report, President Nicholas Murray Butler, 
of Columbia University, says of this “fool,” “his 


of the world that man sees the cross, or understands 
it, or can be persuaded to see it; for one of the 
characteristics of worldly wisdom is its absence of 
discernment in spiritual things. As one teacher has 
said: “What we think we know often blots out what 
we could know. We are so wise that we cease to 
learn, so strong that our strength becomes a weak- 
ness to us. Is your faith in the wisdom of men, 
or in the power of God? Do you know too much 
to know much about God?” Many a teather in the 
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Jehovah 
By Ella E. Pohle 
EHOVAH-JIREH “wi peta” 





The General Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Association, Dr. Frank L. Brown of New 
York, has asked for an opportunity of replying in these columns to the Times’ recent editorials on 


the World’s Sunday School 


Convention held at Tokyo last October. 


The Sunday School Times ~ 


publishes Dr. Brown’s reply in full in this issue, and in the present editorial it comments upon the 


points he makes. It is sug 


ted that readers first turn to Dr. Brown’s article, on the third, 


fourth, and fifth pages, and then read this editorial. 


From his unbou \ store, ) ‘ 

Reogagons So: he ug oem TIS to be expected that those who hed the gpeen- of 1920, four months before the Sunday School Con- 
' i (Gen, 22:13, 14; Phil. 4: 19.) sibility for the plans and program o the orlds vention began, and was at that time in consultation 
Bi Sunday School Convention in Tokyo should not with Mr. Horace E. Coleman, Educational Secre- 
— Jehovah-rapha, — He that heals » sympathize with the feeling of many Christians in tary for Japan of the World’s Sunday School Asso- 
r And cleanses sin’s dark stain, home lands, and missionaries and native Christians ciation, and had the privilege of personal interviews 
Ss With all the maladies of life in the mission fields, that this convention fell with Marquis Okuma and Baron Sakatani on the 
‘ That follow in its train. short of giving an undimmed testimony to the Gos- subject of the convention, these non-Christian Jap- 
; (Exod. 15:26; 1 Peter 2:24.) pel of Jesus Christ, and that it made harmful com- amese leaders being respectively President and Exec- 
B oe ee promises with pagan leaders and pagan religions. utive Committee Chairman of the Japanese Patrons’ 
Ks scale sear por ati For many years Dr. Brown and‘those in charge Association, consisting chiefly of non-Christian Jap- 
But e’en in death and at the grave, gt Sie Euneey eon ge Powe as aes in sionent ore. The closest b gd of -the —— convention 
v . otha s ellowship, in a bond of personal love that nothing and _ its program and purpose and activities again 
alnut rg Our sae, A 3 Mt wn : 1 Cor. 15:.55-57.) ca" affect. As one of the most prominent leaders in October, during the time of its sessions as well 
Also i. a, hese ws ‘“ of Sunday-school work in our generation, Dr. Brown as immediately. before and after the convention 
hem ig se get ay — hyn pow wren, on ag freely at rg anced be Sunday — period, = ogi Paces School Times - as- 
rap © guides with s an imes, for years past, his wealth of experience. n- surance that the facts brought out in its articles on 
a In pastures green, by waters still, til last year he rendered invaluable service as a mem- the convention faithfully represent not only what 

The sheep, led. home to God. ber of The Sunday School Times Company’s Board of occurred, but its spirit and purpose as well. 
: (Psa. 23; John 10:1-16.) Directors, when he resigned a few months before his As to the Times’ “particular theories,” let it be 
City cl ainns te dee eennes long absence abroad. In view of this personal re- said that it has based its criticism of the convention 
No I — bel wad : lationship, it will be the better understood how simply upon such fundamentals as are held in com- 
a. phe Bg > by Him cocrty the sarn Searate ral oa for _ a by the great ogy 7m Poel evangelical wr ye 
‘ ic criticism of what occurred at Tokyo, which and not upon any individual convictions that one 
gi Who mar OP Ly ray vty Eph. 2: 14-18) seemed to be necessitated by the great publicity of the may hold as to such matters as the Scriptural way 
8 lai tipi convention itself. " of victory over sin, or the truth of the Lord’s return. 
buy And then mecaletien, _ Ma. Sunday Sehgal Times ogee = to ~ full That latter doctrine, of ~ a ee rotate was ewes 
Our righteousness is He the seriousness of the step it was taking in bring- mentioned just once in the Times’ eight articles on 
Providing robes to meet the King, ing prominently before the Christian world the things the convention, while its general criticisms were en- 
ai Soon Israel’s to oe m ) that rere 1 L [saa and = inking the vai titely oe * this. pi. is ae oot Ra 
(Jer. 23:6; Rom. 4:4, 5, I. tion from God's ord to their significance. is Editor of a well-known denominational periodical, 
Bg Selicteade h “ ‘ there!” ' was not done without prolonged study of the whole Dr. D. S. Kennedy, of The Presbyterian, who does 
ate — vepanenel + = ae sions pans extending ——— neve aeons and — not agree with ee vesiione of Br ey — 
} . ransomed : ; - ; . , : : . - 
1s in Ba . . e convention, and after prayerful consultation wit Times on either the Victorious Life or the Lord's 

+ bel, = ——e . ae Christian leaders in the mission field and at home, return, has now written to the Times: 

ig Wha a ow (Resk se: : Rev. 21:3.) together with Japanese Christians. The step was “Among the things that have been pressing upon 
5 - 49:35; : * 3: decided upon only after the unanimous, prayerful my mind is to express to you my gratitude arid 
rs conclusion of all such that it would be wrong to profound appreciation of the splendid work you have been 
Jehovah is the sinner’s Friend, wanes the facts, — in Samy to the ‘aan —s <_. pe hg ues one yp Piarwics By Rg ge 
h, wondrous Friend is He, of Christ they should be put into the possession o spi sod 
EW Ms Sent with a love that knows no end Christian people everywhere. The Editor was in 1. (The numerals used follow the numbered points 
2 in Dr, Brown’s article.) The Sunday School Times 
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did not intend to suggest, still less did it say, 
that the American Sunday-school workers who vis- 
ited Japan in 1 13 interested Japanese non-Christian 
leaders in the holding of a World's Convention in 
ar before they interested the Sunday-school and 
other Christian workers of Japan. The fact brought 
out by the Times was pong Ber which is on rec- 
ord in the rape of the World’s Sunday School 
Convention of Zurich, 1913, that (quoting from the 
Times editorial of December 4): “Before the invi- 
tation to hold the World’s Eighth Sunday School 
Convention in Tokyo was presented to the World’s 
Convention in Zurich in 1913, representatives of the 
World’s Sunday School Association had visited polit- 
ical, financial, and social non-Christian leaders of 
Japan and had secured from them at least tacit as- 
surance that they would put themselves back of 
making the convention a success if it were held in 
Japan. ... It seems to be an accurate and fair state- 
ment, that part of the genesis of the convention was 
the securing of non-Christian support in a pagan 
land. That was a root mistake which bore fruit in 
numberless regrettable ways.” 

Of Viscount Shibusawa, who said from the. plat- 
form of the convention” at Tokyo that he was a 
Confucianist, a aes ap | newspaper in Tokyo de- 
clared that his “work for the welcome .and success 
of the convention here has been one of the outstand- 
ing features of it all through.” 


Would Paul Have Done It at Ephesus? 


Does the fact that some of these Japanese non- 
Christian political and financial leaders, after hav- 
ing been asked to support the convention, voluntarily 
formed their Patrons’ Association, alter the prin- 
ciple involved? It may help many Christian peo- 
me who are studying the right and wrong of the 

okyo Convention, to transfer it to the First Cen- 
and consider it from the standpvint of the 
Book of Acts, imagining it under the leadership, 
say, of the Apostle Paul. If he had been led to 
hold a Christian convention in the city of Ephesus, 
after the Church at Ephesus was well established, 
the convention to be attended by Christians from 
the entire civilized world of that day, can we think 
of Paul either seeking or permitting the moral and 
financial patronage. and co-operation of leading wor- 
shipers of Diana of the Ephesians, such as Demetrius 
the silversmith, or the townclerk who had quelled 
the riot there, or other leading non-Christians who 
could give “prestige” and publicity to the Christian 
convention if they would? Or would Paul have 
felt that the fellowship and co-operation of any who 
were not openly confessed believers in Christ as 
the only Son of God and the. only Saviour of men 
would have been a tragic barrier to the giving of the 
Gospel? 

Dr. Brown suggests a parallel between the Patrons’ 
Association and_ the financial and social support of 
Sunday-school Conventions in American cities by a 
mayor and the local Chamber of Commerce. But 
insofar as recognition and support by a mayor or a 
Chamber of Commerce represents the same type of 
patronage that was accepted at Tokyo, it would be 
wrong. Two wrongs do not make a right; and 
The Sunday School Times was referring to all 
unscriptural fellowship with, and dependence upon, 
the non-Christian factors of our civilization, such 
as we so often see in the home-land, when it 
said editorially in the issue of December 18, among 
the lessons to be drawn: “May the sad mistakes 
of the Tokyo Convention remind us all that this 
convention has had no monopoly on such mistakes, 
but that it has been only a reflection, a_ fur- 
ther expression perhaps, of identically the same 
sort of compromise and concession and fellowship 
with unbelievers that we in the Christian church in 
home-lands have been responsible for these many 
years past. The professing church of Christ is so 
tangled up with the unbelieving world in many ways 
that all of us who are identified with the church 
surely need to take to heart the significance of what 
happened at Tokyo. The blame rests upon us all. 
May all Christians join in prayer that God will 
cleanse the church at home and show all of us our 
individual responsibility for the lowering of stan- 
dards in any way, and what we can do to avoid 
it in the future.” 

The Sunday School® Times has little doubt that 
if Christian conventions in America would lean more 
upon God than upon human non-Christian support, 
greater blessings would certainly attend conventions 
in the home-land. As a leading Japanese Chris- 
tian pastor said from the platform of the Tokyo 
Convention, as reported in the Times of December 
18: “When we realize that Christ himself is suffi- 
cient for the church and the Christian program, then 
we shall not need ‘promoters’ associations and ses- 
sions of this character. There is a deadly tendency 
in the church to-day to lean upon sacial influence, 
upon wealth, upon political power, and to forget that 
only when the church leans upon Jesus Christ can 
she reach her great God-given goal.” 

No one of whom The Sunday School Times knows 
has suggested that the Patrons’ Association had any 
voice in shaping the program of the convention. That 
is not the point, but rather the support and patronage 
and fellowship which these pagans among the Jap- 
anese were allowed and invited to have in making the 
convention a success. And this fellowship and sup- 
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port were not limited to the social affairs, nor to a 
few messages of welcome, but permeated the entire 
— and atmosphere of the convention and its 
plans. It was this that gave such national publicity 
to the convention, and that justified a Japanese Chris- 
tian pastor’s word to the Editor, “The Japanese peo- 
ple and the newspapers do not take the convention 
as a religious meeting. They take it as an inter- 
national affair.” 

It is, as Dr. Brown says, a grave thing to suggest 
that the burning of the convention hall’ was God's 
judgment upon this mistaken feliowship with unbe- 
lievers. If that had been the though: of the Editor 
alone, he would not have expressed it. But this 
was an overwhelming conviction that came to Jap- 
anese Christians, to missionaries in Japan, and to 
Japanese pagans, while at the same time there were, 
of course, many in all these classes who held the 
opposite view. Readers of the Times will recall the 
striking comment given in the editorial of December 
4 made by a non-Christian Japanese, that “If the 

hristians have a living God, he was the one who 
burned that hali, because he knew it was not built 
for him.” It had been built by the Patrons’ Associa- 
tion, chiefly of non-Christian Japanese. And the 
editor of a Japanese Christian periodical, himself 

astor of one of the largest evangelical churches in 

, wed said that he believed the burning of the con- 
vention hall was a kyu to the convention. He re- 
ferred to the old-time Japanese custom by which a 
parent would punish a naughty child by making a 
slight brand on the fore-arm with a bit of hot metal, 
causing a painful but not dangerous burn. 


2. There were true messages from the platform of 
the Tokyo Convention, and at sectional or exten- 
sion meetings of the convention, giving the blood 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, testifying to the 
inerrancy of the Bible as the Word of God, and 
causing the hearts of believers everywhere to re- 
joice. The Sunday School Times rejoices in these, 
and gave prominent recognition to them on the first 
page of its first editorial on the convention. 

Yet this fact cannot alter the conviction of the Times 
and of others who attended the convention or who 
have read reports, that the convention did indeed 
fail to give an undimmed Christian testimony, and 
that its dominant note was “not salvation, but up- 
lift.” The daily themes in the convention program 
were admirable, as were the topics assigned to many 
of the speakers. But the messages given under those 
themes and topics often failed to present what would 
have satisfied hungry. hearts. 

Even in the address mentioned by. Dr. Brown, on 
“The: Necessity of .a World Saviour,” the speaker 
made the regrettable. statement that the program of 
salvation must “teach. all men, the lowliest as_ well 
as the most exalted, that he is a son of the Most 
High God and a temple of the Holy Spirit,” a teach- 
ing sadly at variance with God’s word in Py «be 
Gospel (1:12, 13): “as many as received him 
[Christ], to them gave he the right to become chil- 
dren of God, even to them that believe on his name.” 

Over and over again mention that was made of 
the cross, or of Christ as Saviour, reflected a pres- 
ent-day and popular use of these words in a super- 
ficial or sentimental way, rather than setting forth 
the eternal facts as do the Scriptures, in such a way 
as to produce heart-broken conviction of sin, and 
then to lead lost men out of death into life. 

The acceptance by speakers of the general posi- 
tions of the modern Higher Criticism of the Bible was 
apparent from time to time in the platform addresses. 
One of the most prominent speakers on the pro- 
gram said, “Whatever may be the results of the 
modern critical study of the Bible, nothing is lost if 
Christ is left.’ In other words, let us not fear 
the denial, by modern critical study, of the Bible’s 
full inspiration, of the supernatural, of the virgin 
birth, of the miracles, of the resurrection of the 
body, if only ‘Christ is left! Those who have fol- 
lowed the course of critical Bible study in the last 
fifty years know that its inevitable conclusion, for 
the second or third generation if not for those be- 

inning such study, is the denial”of the deity of 

hrist. That Christ is mot left for many an advocate 
of the Higher Criticism is the tragic fact. 


The Emperor “As Worthy of Respect as God” 


3. It might seem to those who do not understand 
the centuries-old significance of bowing to the por- 
trait of the Emperor that all harm from this cere- 
mony was removed when, as The Sunday School 
Times stated in one of its editorials, the Japanese 
Government a few years ago made an official declara- 
tion that such bowing is in loyalty and patriotism 
only, and not to be considered as a matter of re- 
ligion. The Editor criticized the participation in 
this prominent rite of Shintoism, not upon his own 
impression or interpretation of it, but upon the con- 
viction of leading and lesser Japanese Christians and 
missionaries. Since his return to America Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas has told him of a conversation he had 
with one of the ablest missionaries in Japan, after 
the convention, a man thoroughly qualified by long 
experience, that throws a flood of light on the mat- 
ter. This missionary called Dr. Thomas’ attention to 
the policy of the Japanese Government “in first ruling 
out ‘all religion from the schools, thereby suggest- 
ing an impartial attitude, and then saying that Shinto 
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is not a religion and can therefore be continued in 
the schools. As Shinto involves an attitude to the 
Emperor which can only be called worship, it can 
at once be seen that the action of the Government 
has really been to retain Shinto as the national re- 
ligion, exercising all its influence upon the chil- 
ren. 


How the Japanese people view the Emperor, and 


what bowing to his portrait means to them, is shown 
in the following statement from the Japanese paper 
“Niroku,” as published in the “Japan Advertiser” of 
May 9, 1919: 


‘“To preserve the world’s peace and to promote 

the welfare of mankind is the mission of the Im- 
perial Family of Japan. Heaven has invested the Im- 
perial Family with all the qualifitations necessary 
to fulfill this mission. 
_ “He who can fulfill this mission is one who 
is the subject of humanity’s admiration and adora- 
tion and who holds the prerogative of administra- 
tion forever. The Imperial Family of Japan is as 
worthy of respect as God, and is the embodiment 
of -benevolence and justice.” 


That there were leading Japanese Christians in 
charge of this ceremonial act of the convention only 
makes the situation the more regrettable and pathetic 
in the minds of many other Christians. 


4. In noting the Executive Committee’s adoption, 
as the convention’s official badge, of the tori, or 
Shinto temple gate, which Bishop Welch said at the 
convention professes to open on the way of life, 
The Sunday School Times did not, of course, intend 
to suggest that the Committee had chosen this with the 
slightest intention to link the convention with Shinto 
worship. Any such purpose was obviously not there. 
What was criticized, in connection with this pagan 


symbo! for a Christian convention, was its adoption. 


in disregard of its implications, merely because it 
was a characteristic decoration or ornament in Japan. 
The use of a Scripture reference, our Lord’s word 
“T am the Light of the World,” underneath this Shin- 
to temple gate does not seem to lessen, but to many 
rather heighten, the character of the mistake, Can we 
think of the apostle Paul, in that imaginary Chris- 
tian convention at Ephesus in the First Century, 
when looking about for a badge or symbol for the 
Christians to wear, deciding to make the little 
“silver shrines of Diana” (Acts 19: 24) the Christian’s 
badge, accompanying it with a rising suy and a word 
spoken by Jesus? 


Are Buddhists and Christians 
“One in the Great Essentials’? 


5 and’7. Does Dr. Brown’s explanation of the 
many incidents of fellowship with the Buddhists 
alter the fact of the grave and harmful compro- 
mises that were thus made? The Sunday School 
Times is glad to know, from Dr. Brown, that the 
Executive Committee had, before hearing from. one 
of their leading officers, officially declined the invi- 
tation from the Buddhist Sunday-school leaders to 
take dinner with them on Sunday and to review their 
Sunday-school parade. 

But is there any essential difference between unoffi- 
cially accepting an invitation of this sort, and officially 
accepting it? Dr. Brown confirms the statement pub- 
lished in The Sunday School Times, to the effect 
that delegates were asked to attend the Buddhist 
Sunday-school Rally, and that they did so on Sun- 
day afternoon. It was distinctly a religious affair, 
not a social matter. It was at this rally that a Jap- 
anese Buddhist boy formally reeted the Christian 
delegates with the words: ‘We. children living in 
the love and glory of the Buddha, are very glad to 
welcome the foreign visitors who have come to this 
country from far away lands and are attending the 
Autumnal Reunion.” Then followed the presenta- 
tion by the Buddhists ‘of great floral wreaths, and 
books on “The Buddhists’ Work for Children.” 

One of the most regrettably illuminating comments 
made by Dr. Brown is that there was no “spe- 
cial significance whatever as to the attitude of 
the convention,” in the convention’s permitting the 
Buddhists to place in the convention hall}. for the 
delegates, fifteen hundred copies of the book on 
Buddhists’ work for children, while the introduction 
to this book contained such statements as the follow- 
ing: 

This oklet is published to ‘describe the actual state 
of Buddhism in modern Japan as well as its activities in 
Japan, and to present it before the world at this good 
opportunity of the International Sunday School Conven- 
tion which is taking place in Tokyo. For all the good 
works of this convention all the Buddhists of Japan tender 
their heartiest sympathy. 

. .. It is now possible to hope for a co-operative effort 
of all religions for the sake of humanity and culture. 

° . Fanatical, superstitious, and irrational intolerance 
in regard to religious beliefs, races, and nationalities must 
disappear before humanity, justice, and freedom are to be 
realized in the reconstruction of a New World. 

If humanity, liberty, and justice are really aimed at by 
all religions, we must. first of all co-operate in our spiritual 
and philanthropical work for the happiness and peace_of 
the world. 

It is therefore necessary, besides the League of Nations, 
to have a League of Religions which alone is able to validate 
the diplomatic paper of the former. Let every one of the 
pious-hearted cherish this faith, and let him at the same 
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for February 6 


Lesson - 
Matthew 22: 1-14 


time work for the common good of humanity in love and 
friendship. 


Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer, one of the most prominent 
authorities to-day on the work of Christian mis- 
sions, has just published a book entitled “Christian- 
ity the Final Religion.” In this book he quotes Lord 
€urzon on Buddhism, who says of the Buddhist 
priests: “Their piety is an illusion; their pretensions 
a fraud; they are the outcasts of society; the ex- 
ression on their faces is one of idiotic absorption. 
his is not surprising, for the mass-book is a dead 
letter to them; it is written in a strange language 
which they can no more decipher than fly. The 
words they chant are merely equivalents in sound, 
and as used in Chinese are totally devoid of sense.” 
And a missionary goes on to say of this Buddhistic 
religion which holds in its grasp nearly three hun- 
dred million people: “The Buddhist -priests have a 
blank idiotic look on their face; they are no more 
influenced by moral sense than are the waves of the 
sea; they know no sense of sin, and feel no need 
ef a Saviour themselves. How, then, could they be 
a guide to others who are in need of a Saviour?” 
h view of this, will not many earnestly wish that 
Dr. Brown -had not reiterated his belief that his 
public statement made to the Buddhists, at Tokyo, 
that “We are one in the great essentials,” really 
represents Christianity? The so-called essentials that 
Dr. Brown names never have saved and never can 
save a single soul. They simply stand for more or 
less definite or indefinite impulses common to men, 
ich may indeed precede a man’s coming to Christ 
as Saviour, but which alone leave a man “having 


*.no hope and without God in the world” (Eph. 2: 12). 


6. On the question of the universal brotherhood 
of man, no Christian denies that, as God’s Word 
declares, God “hath made of one blood all nations 
of men,” just as God “giveth to all life, and breath, 
and all things.” But the Scripture is filled with 
statements declaring also that this natural creation 
of all men by God does not make all men spiritually 
the children of God, nor spiritually brothers of 
each other. As quoted above, God plainly declares 
that only those who receive Christ are given “the 
right to become the children of God.” Surely God 
would not say such things as the following of those 
who were spiritually his children or spiritually breth- 
ren of each other: 

“Their throat is an open sepulchre; With their tongues 
they have used deceit: The poison of asps is under their 
lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their 
feet are swift to shed blood; Destruction and misery are 
in their ways; And the w4y of peace have they not known: 
There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom. 3: 13- 
38). 

It is in view of the teaching of Scripture that 
many Christians regret any claim of a universal 
spiritual fatherhood of God and brotherhood of men, 
such as seems to be assumed in that resolution passed 
by the convention which the non-Christian Japanese 
leader called “a new Bible.” 


8. The Sunday School Times is glad to know that ° 


the convention authorities had decided to make an 
appeal for the China famine sufferers before the 
earnest request came to them that they should do so. 
The statement that the convention was in danger 
ef doing nothing to help those sufferers was based 
on what was said to a delegate on the morning of 
the last day of the convention, by 4 member of 
the Executive Committee and by one of the Asso- 
ciation’s leading workers in Japan, who were evi- 
dently mistaken as to the fact. 


9. It seems strange, to a Christian, to compare 
the opening of universities and public schools in 
America for addresses by Buddhist delegates, with 
the opening of similar institutions in Japan for ad- 
dresses by Christian workers, It is to be devoutly 
hoped that our educational institutions in this so- 
called Christian land would not be so _ opened, 
though it is to be feared that some would be. As 


‘Christians we know that any “propaganda” given by 


Buddhists would be, no matter how good the in- 
tentions of the speakers, tragic lies inviting men to 
eternal death, We know that apy truly Christian 
“propaganda” are the truths of God leading to eter- 
nal life. And many believe that, without any breach 
ef courtesy or propriety, loving, tactful words could 
have been spoken in any public meetings in Japan, 
holding up the Name which is above every name, 
that only Name under heaven, that is given among 
men, wherein we must be saved (Acts 4:12). That 
this was done without offense in a certain meeting 
where the speakers had been asked not to give 
“Christian propaganda,” but where one speaker did 
not know of those instructions, was brought out in 
one of the Times editorials. The Times did not 
intend to suggest that no opportunity for giving the 
Gespel was offered in the various meetings through- 
out Japan, but only expressed its deep regret that 
in any case the Gospel was suppressed. 


To The Sunday School Times, as to Dr. Brown, 
atty such public discussion as this is most distaste- 
ful. Only one end could justify it: the hope that 
all of us who are entrusted with responsibilities in 
God’s work may see, from the events of the Tokyo 
Convention, the danger we are all in from support- 
ing-connections with the non-Christian elements of 
society, and be safeguarded against this. 
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| Dr. Brown’s Defense of the Tokyo Convention 





The General Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Association, Dr. Frank L. Brown, states 
why he differs with The Sunday School Times in its interpretation of the World’s Sunday School 
Convention held at Tokyo last October. The Times’ editorial comments on Dr. Brown’s article 


are given in the preceding columns of this issue. 


The Times’ reports and editorials on the conven- 


tion appeared in the issues from November 20 to December | 8. 


World’s Sunday School Convention followe 

—/ by a trip to China, I have read with great sur- 

prise and deepest regret certain statements in your 

reports of the Tokyo Convention ,and particularly 

your three editorials criticizing certain things which 
you thought you saw in the convention. 

I also have a number of letters from Sunday-school 


Uwe: my recent return to America from oe 


_ leaders in America who were delegates to the conven- 


tion, protesting in the most vigorous terms against 
your attitude, your statements, your interpretations, 
and your conclusions, . 

I confess that-I am at-a loss to understand how you 
can take the position you do. I regret that you ar- 
rived at the convention only as it began and went 
away immediately at its close, and so did not have 
opportunity to study sufficiently the plan and spirit 
of the program. And, if you had stayed for con- 
ference with missionaries and Japanese delegates 
following the convention, you would have found 
hundreds of testimonies as to the great good of the 
convention, of an entirely opposite nature from those 
you quote. I regret that you have not seen fit to 
quate one favorable testimony in your list. It is this 
act and your general apparent effort to read into the 
program and plans what was never there or intended, 
to criticize what did not happen to conform to your 
particular theories, and to overlook the whole sweep 
and content of the program, that utterly mystify’ me. 
You must-be aware how serious a thing it is for one 
in your position to take such a course and to make 
such statements without being absolutely sure of your 
premises, 

May I go directly to your chief criticisms: 


1. You base much of your criticism upon the 
fact that some recognition was given in the conven- 
tion to several officers of the Patrons’ Association, 
an Association of Tokyo business men formed to 
provide the building and other local facilities for 
the convention, this Association including in its 
» officers and members some-who were professedly 
Confucianist or’ ‘Buddhist in~ their ag ag You 
even go so far as to suggest that the fire through 
which the convention building was destroyed came 
as a judgment of God because of the identifica- 
tion of these men with the enterprise. You speak 
of this as a “root mistake.” 


You are in error in giving the impression that the 
Sunday School Commission, of which Mr. H. J. 
Heinz was Chairman, which visited Japan in 1913, 
and through which the coming of the convention to 
Tokyo was brought about, first made it a point to 
call upon “political, financial, and social non-Chris- 
tian leaders of Japan” to secure their Support to 
the holding of the convention. The members of that 
party will bear out the statement that those first 
interested by Mr. Heinz in the convention were the 
officers of the Sunday School Association of Japan 
and the Federation of Churches and the missionary 
body. It was the names of these bodies that were 
affixed to the invitation presented at Zurich by Dr. 
Kozaki and Dr. Ibuka. 

The interest of the men you refer to came as a 
result of Mr. Heinz’ personal acquaintance with the 
then Baron Shibusawa, whom you refer-to as a 
“pagan intellectual” and a Confucianist. Baron Shi- 
busawa was Chairman of a Japanese Commercial 
Commission which had previously visited Pittsburgh 
and other American cities. Mr. Heinz then met him 
and formed a friendship which continued until Mr. 
Heinz’ death. 


Mr. Heinz did call_upon Baron Shibusawa, and 


later met Marquis Okuma and Baron Sakatani. 
These men, upon their own suggestion and initiative 
after the Zurich Convention, and beeause, as they 
said, Japan needed the spiritual impact of the con- 
vention, formed the Patrons’ Association composed 
of seventy of the business leaders of Tokyo, to fi- 
nance the building of the Convention Hall and other 
local expenses. 

May I remind you that this organization was ex- 
actly equivalent to the Chamber of Commerce in any 
American city in which a State or International con- 
vention may be held? It is usually the plan in Amer- 
ica to have the invitation of the City or State Sun- 
day School Association supported on its financial 
and social side by the Mayor of the city and by the 
local Chamber of Commerce, and that Chamber of 
Commerce usually provides some or all of the local 
expenses incident to the provision wf the Hall and 
other items. I am not aware that this aid is rejected 
because there is in that business body a Jew or an 
unbeliever, or that, if there was, that American con- 
vention building if destroyed by fire would come as 


. eae of God for receiving any help from that 
ody 
The Patrons’ Association had absolutely no voice 


in shaping the Tokyo program. They did not ask | 


for a voice. The program was not submitted to 
them, nor any single address in it. They faced their 
responsibility like men during a time of great finan- 
cial depression, paid a hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars out of their pockets for the convention building 
and special local expenses, in order to make possible 
a Christian Convention in Japan. -Only one thing did 
they ask for, and that was the privilege of provid- 
ing as hosts a social time and supper for the dele- 
gates to the convention, after four o’clock on one 
of the convention afternoons so as not to interfere 
with the convention program. What did that pro- 
gram consist of? A piano and sopratio solo from 
two of Japan’s greatest artists; addresses by Vis- 
count Shibusawa and Baron Sakatani -and by Vis- 
count Uchida, Minister of Foreign Affairs; and as 
a special request from the Patrons’ Association, Pro- 
fessor H. Augustine Smith there repeated one of his 
splendid pageants. Later a supper was served and 
some beautiful prints of old Japan were given each 
delegate. It was during that afternoon that Vis- 
count Shibusawa spoke of himself as a Confucian- 
ist, and that Baron Sakatani said that he saw that 
Christianity was the international religion. 

The only time the Patrons’ Association appeared 
officially upon the program was on the opening eve- 
ning, known as Tokyo evening, when the usual wel- 
comes were given the delegates on behalf of the 
city, the Patrons’ Association, Federation of Churches, 
and the Sunday School Association of Japan, and 
responded to by the World's Association officers. 

To seek to identify the program plan with non- 
Christian religions because of these incidents seems 
both unfair and unbrotherly, and to say that the fire 
came because non-Christian men were in the Patrons’ 
Association seems dangerously like entering into the 
seat of he ent, from which place most of us 
humans should shrink. Do you know that the Chair- 
man of the Building Committee, who gave many days 
of precious time to the building erection, was Mr. i. 
Nagao, Director of Railways, a member of the Disci- 
ples’ Church, and one of the most respected Christian 
leaders in Japan? I was with him often, and when 
we lunched together his head was bowed in a thanks- 
giving prayer far longer than any American Chris- 
tian [ have known. And when that fire broke out he 
came to my room and wept like a child. And Mr. 
Furuhashi, the fine young Christian supervising 
architect of the convention Suilding (W. M. Vories 
Co., a Christian concern, were the architects), had 
put his prayers and very heart into the building, and 
gave it some beautiful Christian touches. He was 
superintendent of the Tabernacle Methodist Sun- 
day-school of Tokyo. One sympathetic Japanese 
wrote us that this fire was rather the “pillar of fire 
and of cloud” for the convention in the way it opened 
up the sympathies and whole-hearted support of the 
Japanese people. 

And on the Saturday before the convention, five 
hundred Christians of Tokyo met at six o’clock in 
the morning at the hall to dedicate the building 
through prayer, testimony, and song. 

And then to say that God’s judgment came through 
the fire because the money for this building came 
from leaders “who knew of Jesus Christ and of Chris- 
tianity and~who were deliberately rejecting Christ.” 
How do you know that these men deliberately re- 
jected Christ? I do happen to know that one of 
these very men whom you criticize so severely told 
one of our great American Sunday-school leaders 
that, while a Confucianist, he felt that Confucian- 
ism was not meeting the needs of Japan, and he 
asked that Christian ater what he should do. I do 
know that another of these leaders whom you also 
criticize told me personally that he thought he was 
almost ‘a Christian, and that be believed Christian- 
ity was to be the world’s religion. “Judge not, that 
ye be not judged,” I feel must be our attitude, for 
none other than God knows the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart. Certainly we cannot hope to win 
these men by such harsh criticism. 


2. Your second chief criticism is very serious. 


You say, “The impact made upon Japan by the 
World’s Sunday School Convention was not_that 
of the Gospel of the shed blood of Jesus Christ 
as the only salvation for lost men.” You 6ay 
“the convention failed to give an undimmed Chris- 
tian testimony.” You even go so far as to say 
that the reason why the convention was welcomed 
in such an unprecedented way by Japan’s non- 



















2 eee _ 





































































































































44 * 


Christian leaders was because “not salvation, but 
uplift, was the convention’s dominant note,” a 
statement absolutely at variance with the truth. 


Surely, Mr. Trumbull, you could not have studied 
the program or heard the addresses, If there was 
one thing above another that that convention did 
stand for it was the Saviourhood and atoning blood 
of Jesus Christ. We made it the very foundation 
of the convention program in all oyr thinking and 
planning. The second day of the convention, the 
day upon which you spoke, had as the convention 
theme, “Jesus Christ, the World’s Redeemer,” and 
the very first address that day was on the subject, 
“The Necessity of a World Saviour,” that necessity 
being grounded on sin. And the third day of the 


convention the subject was, “The Bible — God's Rev- . 


elation to the World,” and the treatment of that 
theme on its conservative and constructive side was 
absolutely without criticism. 

The fourth day of the convention had as the theme, 
“The Christian Heritage of the Child,” and the next 
day, “The Sunday-School and World Evangelism.” 
And through the whole program it was Christ’s sal- 
vation and his plan of remaking the world that rang 
in every topic and every message. And the climax 
came on the geting eee’ in the two great ad- 
dresses, by Bishop Lambuth on “Christian Brother- 
hood, the W 
“The Ever-Present Christ, the Hope of the New 
World.” 

The Cross was at the center of the rear of the 
piniorm, it was central in the Gospel singing led 

y Professor Smith, it was in the singing of the pag- 
eants, “In the Cross of Christ I Glory,” and the 
lifted Cross was the central figure in the pageant on 
the last evening, “The Court of Christianity.” It 
was in Dr. Biederwolf’s daily morning meetings, it 
was in Bishop Welch’s wonderful daily devotional 
messages at 11.30, it was in every song selected for 
the opening devotional periods preceding the ad- 
dresses. How could you have missed it, Mr. Trum- 
bull, and how can you say that the convention program 
inferred no difference between the Christian and non- 
Christian religions in green? 

Listen to eeke, D.D., one of the oldest, 
most critical, most capable missionaries in Japan, rep- 
resenting the Reformed Church in America: “To-day 
it is not rare that even in communities of Christian 
workers one is painfully conscious that there are many 
who are dangerously near denying the divinity of our 
Lord, but in this gathering sin was sin, the atoning 
Saviour a fully efficient Saviour., The glow of the glory 
of God’s Word wag so luminous that it would have 
seemed trivial to have looked for what would cor- 
respond with sun-spots.” Are you looking for “sun- 
spots,” Mr. Trumbull? 

H. W. Myers, D.D., of Kobe, a missionary of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, says: “The whole 
convention was pervaded by a warm evangelical 
spirit. Two key-notes that were sounded again and 
again were Salvation through Christ, and Christian 
Service as a Fruit of Salvation.” 

Professor Henry E. Dosker, D.D., LL.D., of the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
writes as follows: “The Japanese Christian leaders 
were there in force, and one wondered what im- 
pression was made upon the liberals among them by 
the fact that all these foreign speakers, without ex- 
ception, stood for the old fundamentals: The In- 
spiration and Integrity of the Holy Scriptures, the 
Trinity, the Virgin Birth and Divinity of Christ, 
the absolute need of the Atonement, the actuality and 
historicity of the Resurrection of Christ, of his As- 
cension and the ‘blessed hope’ of his return in glori- 
ous majesty. My sow sang a ‘Te Deum’ as I lis- 
tened to speaker after speaker, and watched the im- 
pression made on the spoeuees, fully one-half or 
more of the audience. By this fact alone the con- 
vention justified itself and reproved the pessimism 
of so many of its friends in Japan who had dreaded 
its coming.” 


Bowing in Respect for the Emperor 


3. Another major point of criticism you make 
was the bowing by the audience “in respect” when 
the portraits of the Emperor and the Empress, 
which were painted by one of the delegates, were 
unveiled. This you describe as an “amazing in- 
cident,” “big in far-reaching significance in the 
work of Christian missions in Japan,” “fellowship 
with Shintoism and Buddhism.” Yet you state 
“the Japanese Government not long ago stated of- 
ficially that such bowing was in loyalty and patriot- 
ism only, and not to be considered as a matter of 
religion.” And you further state the fact that Dr. 
Ibuka, in announcing in Japanese the plan of the 
unveiling, said specifically that at the unveiling the 
audience would quietly rise and bow “in respect.” 
These directions were repeated in English. 


Your statement is indeed “amazing.” Because 
in times past many Japanese had bowed to the Em- 
peror as an act of worship, are you to charge the 
convention, in the light of the above clear explana- 
tion, with alliance with Shintoism and Buddhism in 
an act of worship? 

The arrangements for that unveiling were entirely 
in the hands of two leading Christian a so Dr. 
Ibuka, President of the leading Presbyterian Col- 
lege in Japan, and Mr. H. Nagao, as fine a Chris- 
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tian leader as there is in Japan. And the testi- 
mony concerning the unveiling of the portraits, from 
every missionary and Japanese that I saw in five 
weeks after the convention, was that this particular 
service was carried out in a spirit that gave the ut- 
most pleasure to the Japanese delegates to the con- 
vention, who were, of course, all Christian. One 
of our delegates, the Rev. Charles W. Brewbaker, 
Ph. D., Secretary of the Sunday School Board of 
the United Brethren Church, said a few days ago 
that he was in geen for five weeks following the 
convention, speaking in over twenty places and do- 
ing intensive work, and he heard absolutely nothing 
of this criticism you name; and another of our lead- 
ing delegates said-that a week or two later they were 
in Pekin at an audience with the President of China, 
and when they were asked to observe the form of 
bowing three times to the President of China, they 
followed the request in precisely the same way and 
with precisely the same motive as they did at. the 
time of the unveiling. 

Not to arise when the President of the United 
States entered the room would be a distinct act of 
disrespect. Not to have shown such respect as was 
shown at the convention, especially in the light of 
the published statement by the government that this 
did not constitute an act of worship but was in re- 
spect only, would have stamped that convention as 
lacking in fhe common courtesies 

Why did you not quote the many who gave hearty 
approval to that act, as well as some you mention 
who spoke in criticism of it because of a past ob- 
servance? And how are the convention officers to 
blame in following in this unveiling service the sug- 
gestions of outstanding Christian leaders? 

May I say that the fact of the presentation of 
those fine portraits produced a deep and favorable 
effect in Japan? The Empress gerenety expressed 
to Justice Maclaren and myself, at an interview 
which she arranged, her appreciation of them. 


Why the “Torii” Was Used 


_ 4 On the question of the convention badge in 
its use of the torii as one of its features. 


In choosing the convention badge, the Committee 
had in mind something distinctly Japanese and at 
the same time artistic. The torii has come to be 
considered a representative art design of Japan. It 
was solely because of this that the Committee in- 
cluded it after submission of the design to a number 
of the Program Committee, including several who 
had been to.Japan. The real religious significance 
of the badge was in the sun rising behind Mount 
Fujiyama at the center of the tori, the open Bible 
at the base, with. the indication on that Bible of 
John 9:5, “I am the Light of the World.” You do 
not mention this last fact in your criticism, and the 
relation of this text to the sun rising over the moun- 
tain. 

That others found in the design something foreign 
to the Committee’s thought may not be wondered at, 
but your criticism implies a deliberate intention on 
the part of the Committee to link the convention 
design with Shinto worship, a thoroughly unfair 
and unjust suggestion. 


5. You charge that the convention compromised 
with Buddhism, Exactly what was there to this? 


Some months before the convention, we learned that 
the Buddhists had asked to be made delegates to 
the convention. That request was declined by the 
ig oe Sunday-school leaders, and of course would 

ave been declined in New York. Nothing else in 
this relation came before us until just on the verge 
of the convention, when an invitation came to our 
officers and Committee from the Buddhist Sunday- 
school leaders. through the officers of the National 
Sunday School Association of Japan, to take dinner 
with them on Sunday, October 9, and to review their 
Sunday-school parade on the afternoon of October 
10. oth of these invitations were officially de- 
clined, and before hearing from the convention officer 
to whom you make reference. 

Later there came a second invitation from the 
Buddhists through the officers of the National Sun- 
cay School Association of Japan, inviting any of the 
delegates who would care to do so to review their 
Sunday-school parade, which was placed at an 
hour which would not interfere with the plans 
of the convention, and they invited any del- 
egates who were in Tokyo fellowing the con- 
vention to partake of a Buddhist vegetable dinner 
at Tsurime. The officers of the Japan Sunday School 
Association strongly urged that these invitations, if 
possible, be accepted, that they were really of a 
social nature, and that they could be accepted by 
any delegate without compromise of any principle, 
in view of the usual social customs and courtesies 
in Japan. They said that the Buddhists had offered 
their temples as sleeping quarters for delegates when 
they learned of the difficulties in housing delegates in 


Tokyo. 

We advised them that we had decided officially 
that we could not accept these invitations. We took 
the matter up carefully with a number of the Japanese 
Christian leaders and with a number of mission- 
aries as to the right course to pursue, as we did not 
wish to be discourteous, neither did we wish to 
bring the slightest injury to the Christian work in 
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Japan by any act of the convention. It was their 
unanimous advice that the attendance of the dele- 
gates upon these two affairs would be entirely proper, 
and would not be misunderstood. A number of the 
delegates were spoken to concerning these affair. 
and ten of them went to the Buddhist Suntog-tilingl 

rade, and sixty of the delegates who remained is 

okyo after the convention attended the dinner at 
Tsurime. 

At that dinner, after the welcome by the Buddhist 
officers, Dr. W. C. Poole, of London, spoke regard- 
ing the value of frank, conferences without com- 
promise of position, between those who were leaders 
of religions, in order to bring the Truth to light. 

also spoke, saying that while they held Buddha 
as the Light of Asia, we believed in Christ as the 
Light of the World; that I believed if we were sin- 
cere in our seeking for the Truth, the Spirit would 
lead us into all Truth. I spoke also of the tremen- 
dous responsibility which was upon us to give the 
right spiritual guidance to every child who was en- 


trusted to us. 

_ There were sent by the Buddhists to the Conven- 
tion Hall, for the delegates, fifteen hundred copies 
of an account of their Sunday-school ‘work, as a 
souvenir. This was in line with souvenirs of all 
kinds that came. to the delegates, from the Home 
Department of the Government concerning their 
welfare work, and from a score of concerns and or- 
ganizations, and was without any special significance 
whatever .as to the attitude of the convention. 

To claim as you do that these facts, 

stated, constituted a compromise with Buddhism by 
the convention is absolutely wide of the facts, and 
puts you in the position of setting up your judg- 
ment and limited experience in matters Japanese 
against the judgment and counsel of the Christian 
leaders of Japan and the seasoned missionaries who 
advised the World’s Committee on these important 
matters. " 
. May I remind you that at the Jerusalem Conven- 
tion, in 1904, the Mayor of Jerusalem, the ex-Mayor 
of Jerusalem, an Abyssinian General and the Press 
Censor of Syria and Palestine, and other Moham- 
medans were on the platform, gave words of cor- 
dial welcome, and extended other courtesies to the 
convention as guests of the city and country? Ab- 
solutely no criticism was heard then nor since about 
what transpired, although the convention was in the 
land of the Turks. 

We remember that there was One we both love 
who was accused by the Pharisees of sitting down 
and eating with jublicond and sinners. Should we 
not guard ourselves against hasty judgment in these 
matters, leaving all judgment. with Him with whom 
we have to do? 


6. As to the Resolutions on Racial Equality with 
Special Reference to International Relations. 


There were many reasons why it seemed both 
timely and imperative that the convention make some 
worthy deliverance on the Christian position on this 
important question. Dr. W. C. Poole, of London, 
was the Chairman of the committee which drew up 
these resolutions. They were unanimously carried. 
They squarely recognize that God “hath made of 
one blood all nations of men,” and that ‘Christ and 
- program alone are equal to the demands of the 

our. 

Those resolutions gripped the leaders of Japan. 
Baron Sakatani said concerning them, and not with 
the irreverence which you intimate, that they were 
indeed a new Bible on international relations, mean- 
ing by this, of course, a high and strong statement 
of this vital matter. Later, in an address, he said 
that the convention did not pass these resolutions of 
itself, that God had inspired them; which, for a 
non-Christian Japanese, was a strong statement. 

The Japanese leaders printed five thousand copies 
of the resolutions in Japanese, and sent them to 
leading people throughout Japan. The President of 
the House of Peers ordered two hundred copies for 
distribution in Parliament. The Empress received 
a copy, and word came that she greatly admired the 
resolutions. They have been quoted oanney in 
Japan in public addresses. And yet they deal se- 
verely with unrighteousness of conduct whether a 
plied to California or Korea. They were heartily 
approved in China. 


How small seems your reference to these resolue ; 


tions because you do not find in the Bible any warrant 
for such resolutions on world brotherhood. Why 
not thank God that a Christian convention was used 
in furthering that “good will among men” which it 
was Christ’s announced mission to accomplish? 


What Was Meant by “the Great Essentials”? 


7. You make a special effort to take a group 
of addresses and responses at certain social cour- 
tesies during the convention, and one address by 
Viscount Shibusawa, during the welcome meet- 
ing on Tokyo evening, as indicative of what the 
convention program stood for. Because on these 
occasions these men spoke of the convention as a 
force in civilization, as a great factor in promoting 
peace and brotherhood, as a means of promoting 
human uplift, you immediately jump to the con- 
clusion that the convention was at fault in givin 
them the impression that Christianity did not teac 
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Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 22: 1-14 


~ - 


the lost condition of men and the Saviourhood.of ; 
Jesus Christ, a most uncharitable and false. as- . 


sumption. ae 


What more natural than that these men, many of : 


them non-Christian, should think of a Christian con- 


vention in its broad terms and refer to these things 


as the general fruits of Christianity? 

Is it not a great 
thus of our religion? And why twist these things 
into conformity with some preconceived idea away 


from all its natural bearings and give the-impression - 
that you were looking for something and found what - 
you looked for? If you had looked for a different : 


interpretation, you would likewise have found that. 

And why when I replied on one of these occasions, 
“We are one in the great essentials,” do you take 
that af an indication that the convention was com- 
promising with non-Christian religions? In view 


of all that you had known of me and my work, -my : 


evangelical position during these yeafs, and as a. Di- 


rector until a year ago of The Sunday School Times-~ 
Corhpany, why did you not*take the only fair ex-- 
planation of the statement: namely, that we were one . 


in recognizing the search for , the need of the 
spiritual, the fact of sin, the need of some atonement 
for sin, the cry for immortality, the call for moral 


and religious training to develop character? “Are 
these thin 


then the occasion to speak of the method by which 
God and men were to be brought together through 
the Cross of Christ, Those men knew by the very 
failure of their religions, through the very fact of 
having a Christian convention there, that those re- 
ligions were futile in transforming life and character. 

d the messages of the convention were an “un- 
dimmed light” in showing Christ as the Way, the 
Truth, the Life, and the Light. 


8. Your reference to the offering for China 
Famine relief is another case in point. -You say 
that “the World’s Sunday School Convention was 
in danger of pag, Bien g to help the famine- 
stricken sufferers. 
some of the delegates résulted in a few minutes 
being allotted to a missionary from China” to make 
an appeal. 

Did you know, Mr. Trumbull, that that matter 
had been before the World’s Committee as one of 
its. important items, and had been discussed with the 
thought of including the children of Europe in the 
appeal, because of the interest of some of the dele- 
gates in that field, and that the Committee had de- 
cided to make the main appeal for China, and had 
fixed on the closing evening of the convention, when 
the audience ‘was the greatest, for this appeal, es- 
pecially as Miss Slattery was to make this appeal 
the heart of her address, and had invited Mr. Rowe 
from China to present-certain facts as to the need? 
The thirty-eight hundred yen raised that night was 
supplemented by other gifts of delegates, so that 
a total of five thousand dollars was raised by the 
delegates for China, and I took a check from that 
convention offering to Mr. Tewksbury, Secretary of 
the China Sunday School Union, who will use it 
as a basis of appeal to the Sunday-schools of China 
to follow the example of the convention.* 

9. You intimate that opportunity was not given 
for Christian “propaganda” in the various meet- 
ings throughout Japan before and after the con- 
vention, and in Tokyo during the convertion. 

_ Important meetings were addressed by delegates in 
sixty of the cities of Japan as a part of the conven- 
tion plans, and fifty meetings were held around 
Tokyo during the ten days of the convention, ad- 
dressed by leaders, Many of the meetings through- 
out Japan were, for. the first time in history, held 
in City Halls and Prefectural buildings, and were 
attended by the Governors, Mayors, and other offi- 
cials. In Tokyo also for the first time, the large 


_ universities and public school buildings were thrown 


open by-the Department of Education for conven- 
tion speakers, and professors, teachers, and students 
were invieed. 

In the meetings throughout Japan, the instance you 
quote is the only one that has come to my knowledge 
of any suggestion to speakers that Christian prop- 
apa be avoided. I was personally at a number 
of these meetings in Osaka, Kobe, and Kyoto, and 
absolutely no prohibitive suggestion was made to us. 
In Tokyo the suggestion was made that in the meet- 
ings at the universities and public schools, “prop- 
aganda” be not employed, but there was no limit 
put on the speakers concerning a presentation of the 
need or plans of Christian and religious education. 

I am wondering whether if a Buddhist Sunday- 
school convention came to Philadelphia, and the 
educational authorities opened the universities and 
public schools for addresses by Buddhist delegates, 
the suggestion. that Buddhist propaganda be not em- 
ployed in the addresses would not be in order. As 
a matter of fact, there was the widest latitude for 
the Christian message given in practically every 
one of the meetings outside the convention, and 
Christianity never had such an opportunity of reach- 
ing Japan’s. leadership as it had during those memor- 
able days. 
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thing that they should speak ; 


not the great essentials for progress, . 
binding all and making possible a basis upon which | 
we can make the Christian approach? It was not - 


igorous protest and appeal by . 
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The: Convention Commended and Criticized 
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Nocatee Meme ane tes letters received 


he has asked the Times to 


The Japan Evangelist calls its November issue the Sun- 
day. School Convention. number.. It. states that the con- 
vention of the World’s. Sunday School AsSociation in 
Tokyo marks the close of an epoch or period of history 


. of the church,in Japan. In the country districts and in the 


official mind there has hitherto been an attitude of sus- 
picion and opposition. To be a Christian was, for an 
official, a barrier to advancement,,and many families were 
almost inaccessible to the-message of Christ. No longer 
will, it be possible for. men to oppose Christianity as dis- 
loyal to the State. Barriers will be broken down in the 
most conservative minds. ‘ Christianity will exist in a 
new’ atmosphere. The editorial closes with this state- 
ment: “The Mission body in Japan has gained a great 
deal. from the convention, and those whom they have had 
the privilege to entertain and hear. Its influence will live 
long .among us, and we can simply and sincerely say that 
we thank God for it.” 


G. -W: Fulton, D.D., a missionary of the Northern Pres- 
byterian. Chiirch,, Osaka, Japan, wrote at the conclusion 
of the convention: “Without doubt, I think it the biggest 
thing of a Christian sort that we have ever had in Japan. 
Its influence upon Japan has already been tremendous, 
arid I’ am convinced that this influence will continue to 
grow for a long time to come, and that the final results 
of the convention will be very far-reaching.” 


J. G. Dunlop, D.D., of the Baiko Jogakuin, Shimonoseki, 
Japan, a missionary of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 
sums up his impressions of the convention in the one 
word “ ‘Gratitude,’ and especially for the powerful dem- 
onstration of the might and glory of the name of Jesus 
in the face of all opponents, whether Japanese or Europeans, 
in this land,” and concludes by saying that he is grateful 
for “the consequent encouragement given to the mord 
inexperienced or timid Japanese Christians, for the new 
thrills of faith and pride and courage which they and 
discouraged missionaries as well have felt as the banner 
of His .Cross has been lifted up so high.” 


J. C. Robertson, D.D., of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Church, who was a delegate and speaker, said in an inter- 
view upon his return: “So far as the missionaries are 
concerned, it brought a great uplift. It strengthened and 
encouraged them to see and hear this splendid body of 
men and women so boldly and joyfully proclaiming the 
Christian message. I have never heard the Gospel mes- 
sage, the essential Gospel message, given as definitely, 
as,emphatically, as at Tokyo.” 


The Rev. W. E. Lampe, Ph.D., Secretary eof the For- 
ward Movement of the Reformed Church in the United 
States, who had been a missionary in Japan, stated, “Mis- 
sionaries and Japanese Christian workers were very greatly 
encouraged. Some of these men and women who have 
spent many years in Japan, and whose judgment I re- 
spect, said that the convention was more helpful than any 
other single event or piece of Christian work during the 
last ten years, er twenty years, if not in the history of 
Christian missionary work in Japan.” 


“The convention certainly prepared ‘the way of the Lord 
in Japan,” wrote the Rev. Charles W. Brewbaker, Ph.D., 
General Secretary of the Sunday School Board of the United 
Brethren in Christ, in a letter to Frank L. Brown, LL.D., 
General Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Asso- 
ciation. Dr. Brewbaker was able to visit all of the mis- 
sionaries of fis denomination in Japan while he was in 
that country. Bishop W. R. Lambuth, of the Methodist 
Church South, said that the convention was the greatest 
he had ever attended. . 


J. C. Newton, D.D., President, Kwansei Gakuin, Southern 
Methodist Church, Kobe, has written concerning the con- 
vention: “Can only say it is simply marvelous. The 
comprehensive scope of the program, the intense insis- 
fence upon the spiritual and evangelical, linked with due 
emphasis upon modern methods and technique, the per- 
fect organization for the effective execution of the pro- 
gram—these things amaze and delight us. Then what 
adds to the marvel of it all is the harmonious participa- 
tion which you secured from the Japanese. The pag- 
eants and the music under Professor Smith are far be- 
yond what I thought was possible in Japan. You and 
your colleagues may be weary in body, but surely you 
are filled with joy and gratitude on aceount of the bril- 
liant success which, under God, you have achieved. Noth- 
ing has ever produced impressions so deep and wide among 
the Japanese as this convention. Others are saying just 
what I am saying. This afternoon Mr. Fleisher (a He- 
brew), editor of the Japan Advertiser, said to me, ‘That 
convention has inspired me. I was in the top gallery 
the first night of the convention, and every one there 
was impressed.’ ” 


From a letter received by Mr. Lawrance from Japan: 


“Since you left I teok a trip to the country towns near 
by, conducting meetings, and came back two days ago. I 
found in going through these country towns that the 
World’s Sunday School Convention did a. great deal to 


. stir up the interest for Sunday-schools. Sunday-schools 


are started in some towns where they had not been here- 
tofore.”—The Rev. Hatanaka, Congregational Pastor, Kyoto, 
and a convention interpreter. 


The Rev. J. M. T. Winthur, of the Lutheran Seminary, 
Kumamoto, in writing about the convention, speaks es- 
pecially about the emphasis placed upon “The Bible, its 
value, its efficacy, its appeal to the child-heart, its suit- 
ability for all ages, its perspicacity for the youngest, its 
demands for thoroughgoing, consecutive, censtructive study 
incessantly carried on by adults—all this was likewise 
emphasized in .a way to fill the heart of an Evangelical 
Lutheran of the most orthodox school with jey unspeak- 
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and letters received by The Sunday School Times, 


Convention 


Delavan L. Pierson, Editor of the Missionary Review of 
the World, writes: “I was not present at the World’s 
Sunday School Convention in Tokye, so that my con- 
clusions as to the influence on Christian missienary work 
ef some of the things connected with it are based on 
correspondence and on conversations with missienaries and 
delegates. While recognizing the high aims, unselfish 
service, and Christian character of the officers of the 
World’s Sunday School Association, and while appre- 
ciating fully the Christian character of the pregram and 
the many helpful features of the convention, greatly 
regret seme unfortunate mistakes that seem te me apt 
to hinder the cause of Christ in Asia. 

“For example, the public bowing of the delegates to the 
portrait ef the peror was at least capable of miscon- 
struction in a land where Emperor worship is an historic 
custom; the reviewing of the Buddhist Sunday-school 
parade by delegates of a Christian convention, even tfhoffi- 
cially, would tend to weaken Christian testiniony as to 
the unique claims of our religion; the acceptance of so 
much from non-Christian Japanese of the Patrons’ Asso- 
ciation weuld seem to’ place the convention under such 
obligations as unconsciously to involve concessions, if not 
compromises, that would weaken the missionary position 
of the Christian enterprise. 

“Your editorials express strong convictions, and cannot 
fail to cause some heart burnings, but I hope that they 
will lead us all to earnest prayer and study to see that 
not only our spirit but our methods are such as honor 
Christ and help to advance his cause in the world.” 


A missionary in Japan: “There are a few of us who 
have had absolutely nothing te do with the convention 
for His Name’s sake. We could not in any way countenance 
that against which we protested from the beginning.” 


by Dr. Brown, commending the Tokyo Convention, which 
criticizing the 


From M. L. Guthapfel, a former missionary, now at 
Evanston, Ill.: “Your wonderful articles in the December 
4 issue of your paper have filled my heart with mingled 
sadness and joy. I have been trying to teach America 
the true Japanese spirit (other than the small number 
who are really our Lord’s, like your preacher who did 
not bow). I have warned against the Buddhist effert to unite 
with Christians. . . . Will pray that God will bless you 
abundantly in this effort. We can-never save Japan until 
we understand Japan.” 


From John €. King, M.D., Banning, Cal.: “The Japanese 
are intensely patriotic; but patriotism means devetion to 
the Emperor, not to home or land. A few years ago the 
world was shocked when their leading statesman (and 
his wife) committed hara-kiri, followmg the death of the 
late Emperor. The act was not a mere survival of anti- 
quated custom. It was an expression of the highest type 
of modern Japanese patriotism. 

“A few years ago I became intimate with a young 
Japanese, about thirty, very intelligent, a graduate of 
eur state university. He, together with his father, mother, 
ard wife, were members of a prominent ‘Presbyterian 
church. We discussed many Christian tepies with mutual 
pleasure. Upon one occasion I inquired if he had ever 
considered personal missionary work in Japan. He replied 
he did not approve such work; that he deemed Buddhism 
better adapted to the needs of his race than Christianity; 
that instead of the latter attempting to supplant the 
former, the two would better endeavor to supplement each 
other. 

“Concealing my astonishment I tried to fathom his rea- 
son. It finally appeared that he considered the Emperor 
the essence and souree of Japanese patriotism; ef national 
solidarity; that Buddhism fostered while Christianity would 
tend to undermine that principle. 

“During ,the first Christian century the formula of 
burning a bit ef incense before the senane ef the Roman 
Emperor was not, originally, se much ah act of worship 
as an emblem ef patriotic recognition ef the supremacy of 
the State . .. im the person of the Emperor. However, 
the early Christians at once perceived the principle in- 
volved; saw elearly that both Christ and Caesar demanded 
‘no other god before me.’ In censequence, the simple 
political fermula beeame the acid test of the individual 
Christian. To comply was denial of Christ’s supremacy. 
To refuse was lese majesty — and the amphitheater. Pagan- 
ism reappears in the same form with the same demands. 
From your editerial I assume those whe represented Amer- 
ican Christianity at Tokyo were politely complaisant.”. 


From Edward F. McFarland, a missionary in Korea: 
“Dr. Dosker in the Christian Observer said that there 
was not a discordant note at the Tokyo Convention. That 
may have been true, but it should not have been the. case. 
Many of us in the Orient were much exercised about the 
convention leag before it met. ... To me it is just the cli- 
max of missien methods in Japan. But those methods are 
greatly deplored by certain earnest missionaries in Japan.” 


From - Margaret Wintringer, Chicago: “Reading your 
articles en the Sunday Scheel Convention, I am wonder- 
ing how much ef the world’s miseries of to-day are due 
to the Christian’s lack of faith in the God he worships. 
The world is hungering to-day for the real message. 
was impressed by that while abroad. For myself, as I 
read the editorial article, I felt that while I was not a 
member of that convention I could learn some of the les- 
sons from it, and I have pledged myself to a deeper con- 
secration, and a deeper appreciation of the intrinsic truth 
found only in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

“Please thank Mr. Trumbull for bringing this more 
clearly home to me.” 

From the Rev. W. S. Plumer Bryan, D.D., Chicago: 
“You may have noted the comment of H. G. Wells in his 
new ‘Outlige. of History’ on the new religion of Cheistian- 
ity in its relation to Roman rulers: ‘It would met telerate 
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Will Great Britain 


Was Germany any greater foe 
than the drink evil? 








By Margaret Wintringer the Pere ire ot sce 









Have Prohibition ? 





This is one of the articles in the world-wide temperance series, ‘The Malefactor Foe to Reconstruc- 
tion,’’ which Miss Wintringer has contributed to The Sunday School Times, as a result of her visit 


to Europe just after the World War. 


nection with the next Temperance lesson, that of Feb 
That lesson will be considered in next week’s issue of the Times. 


It should be held by Sunday-school teachers for use in con- 


13, on *‘ Lessons on Citizenship.”” : 
in this 


Two forthcoming articles 
series will ask ‘‘Will Neutral Nations Catch the Vision ?’’ and ‘‘How Wit America’s Prohibition 
Affect the World >”’ 


Arthur Mee, the British temperance leader, says: 

“The shadow of the war will be over our lives 
as long as we live, but the effect of the German 
war on Britain in aur generation is not more ter- 
rible but less terrible, not more costly but less costly, 
not more infamous but less infamous than the effect 
of the alcohol war.” 

Triumphant over her foreign enemy, what will 
Great Britain do with this home foe? Will Great 
Britain be defeated by the drink evil which was ac- 
knowledged by Lloyd George to be a greater foe 
than either Germany or Austria? 

Even under the restrictions and regulations of the 
Central Board of the Liquor Traffic, Lord D’Aber- 
non is authority for the statement that “the pri- 
vate profits of breweries, after paying excess 
profits duty, were nearly double their pre-war profits, 
while the profits of the retail trade were from twice 
to three times what they were before the war.” And 
this refers only to their gains from the civilian popu- 
lation, 

Britons know comparatively nothing about the 
consumption of alcoholics in the Army and Navy, 
the amounts supplied to canteens, messes; and the 
hospitals. during the war, For various reasons scant 
information was made public as to the influence of 
alcoholics upon soldiers and sailors — officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and men. ; 

To" placate the voting constituency, the day before 
the Parliamentary election of 1918, the Food Con- 
troller’ sought ‘to -place the responsibility. for Great 


|? HIS recent book, “Who Giveth Us the Victory,” 


Britain’s lessened beer output upon the United States !:. 


Hig secretary, writing to Ben Tiliet, a wet labor 
leatler, said; 


"The unwillingness of Mr. Hoover to ship’ barley 


to ‘this country for the purpose of manufacturing 
alcohol ‘has, in conjunction with other. factors, re- 
duced the supplies of barley for brewing.” 

Mr. Hoover is reported to have said to a delegation 
of liquor dealers ‘who interviewed: him when on this 
visit to England: “If any of our, grain is. used for 
brewing, I guess I will just stop supplies, .We’ve 
just gone dry in the States, and I guess you can 
do the same,” 

But despite Mr. Hoover, on* July 2, the day the 
United States adopted war prohibition, the brewers 
secured an unlimited output on beer. Soon the “no 
treating” order was revoked, and still other con- 
cessions followed each other in rapid succession, 

The armistice had not been signed ten months 
before the liquor trade began a propaganda for tak- 
ing away every safeguard against the encroachments 
of the liquor traffic in Great Britain. The creation 
of eleven “licensing areas,” each with more than 
ten thousand licenses — showing one hundred and ten 
thousand public houses in England and Wales —an 
increase of ten thousand over the present number, 
is advocated,- with an advisory committee of four 
persons, one of whom must be a license holder and 
another an owner of licensed property. There is 
also in the bill proposed for enacting all this the 
happy substitution of the word “certificate” for 
“license,” and “excisable” for the ugly “intoxicating.” 
A “certificate” to sell “excisable” | ew could be 
granted any time of the year, and for a period not 
exceeding twenty-one years! 

The victory of 1908, which closed the public houses 
to children, was offset by granting adults the 
right to take children of any age to any part of the 
licensed premises, provided ae refreshments be- 
sides “excisable” liquors are sold. Music and danc- 
ing were arranged for without a special license, and 
playing games for a trivial stake was not to be 
considered gambling, while the hours of sale extended 
from six and a half to twelve hours, 

“The reduction of unnecessary consumption and 
the increase of F acnmer ys which King George 
urged upon the National Savings Committee, does 
not accord with an unlimited output of strong drink. 

In reply to temperance deputations and addresses, 
Mr. Lloyd George also has stated that “we cannot af- 
ford to revert to the conditions prevailing in the years 


preceding the war.” He has stated that “every ob- - 
stacle — moral as well as physical —to the health and 
happiness of the people must be removed.” In one 


address he declared that “there never hag been a 
period in the history of the world when in five years 
there have been such fundamental changes in conti- 


“hibition in “peice 


nents as you have seen. since August 4, 1914.” He 
also stated that he was looking forward to seeing a 
“new Britain springing up, freed from ignorance, 
freed from insobriety —a really free land, freed from 
penury, freed from poverty, freed from squalor, 
freed fro 

a free land.’ 

Yet, alas for the changes foreseen by Mr. Lloyd 
George, drink seems to a more and more in the 
ascendency in Great Britain. With a fortune three 
times greater than before the war with which to 
battle for existence, a greater output the first year 
of peace than ever before in its history, the liquor 
trade declares its determination to adhere to the old 
order. Champagne to the amount of £3,861,000 and 
£23,695,000 of other foreign wines were imported 
into Great Britain during 1919. Is an unlimited out- 
put of beer and an increase of more than fifty per- 
cent in the value of imported wines the first year 
of peace a good omen for Britain’s future? 

The ultimate decision of the great question rests 
with the attitude of labor, the demand for commer- 
cial supremacy, and the course taken by the Col- 
onies. 

It has been declared that labor stands for nation- 
alization,! but addressing a meeting of the United 
Kingdom Alliance at Central Hall, Westminster, Mrs. 
Phihp Snowden, as the representative of labor, de- 
clared that the labor movement was not committed 
to nationalization, but is “far-more. in touch with 


m the tyranny’ of mankind over mankind —_ 
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know to our cost that America is a very formidable 
rival; that she is taking our place in the rt 
coal trade, and that industrial contracts which have 
been ours for many years are now passing to her. 
Undoubtedly the most sober nation will, other things 
Being equal, have the dominion of the world [indus- 
trial y} to which Germany aspired,. which we held, 
and which we are now in danger of losing, 

This will be the mainspring for the adoption of 
prohibition by Great Britain. One-cannot hope to 
reconstruct a great nation on a bad social system any 
more than one can reconstruct a house of rotten 
materials. _ Scripture tells us that if a house is built 
on a poor foundation, when the rains beat upon it, 
it will come down with a crash. You may, as a mem- 
ber of Parliament recently said, “give houses, 

ood wages, good education, but if the drink traffic 
is not throttled, you will never have reconstruction 
as we want to see gf 

The King, Prifne Minister, and all the leaders of 


-Great Britain declare that increased trade is the 


the work and ideals of the temperance movement - 


than many people in.both bodies suspect.” In fact, 
thes @cottiske ts mt Labor pee |; for: ‘pro- 
me as well”ds =the. The 


Glasgow Trades Council, by a. vote of ninety-nine 


to. thisty+two, declffed: for prohibition of ‘the liquor - 


“traffic by a vote of the people. 


Mr. Arthur Henderson, president of the National 
Labor Party, declared himself opposed to compensa- 
tion, nationalization, and municipalization of the 
liquor traffic, and in favor of the principle of local 
veto. 

The working-man: cannot forget that during the 
war he has been paying the brewer and distiller an 
exorbitant- sum for water. The lowering of the 
gravity of béer has made the 1,000 standard barrels, 
which, in 1914, produced 1,054 bulk barrels, now pro- 
duce 1,523 bulk barréls. The duty of 1914 has risen 
from £387 to £3,500 on the 1,000 standard barrels, 
but the selling price ‘has risen from £3,000 to £10,900, 
leaving a profit above that before the war of over 
£5,000. The tax upon and price of whisky has risen 
in the same ratio, 

Labor is also beginning to realize that the con- 
tinuance of the liquor traffic during the war not only 
cost the country nearly one thousand million pounds, 
or one-tenth of all Great Britain’s war debt, and 
of which labor paid a large share, but that a thou- 
sand million pounds worth of drink destroyed nearly 
four million tons of grain which might have been 
used for bread, and more than four hundred million 
tons of sugar, necessary to the proper growth of the 
poor man’s children, as well as destroying not less 
than six and a quarter million tons of coal, needed to 
heat the poor man’s home. 

Even the relaxations of the restrictions of the 
Board of Control have been paid for dearly. The 
increase of convictions for drunkenness when I left 
England were three times as great as in 1918, and 
were almost wholly due to the removal of all limi- 
tations on output. In fact, the increase in convic- 
tions for drunkenness upon the increase of the out- 
put have been as marked as the decrease in convic- 
tions for drunkenness that followed the restrictions. 
Like the small boy, England is learning her lesson 
“forwards and neckvenrtie” 

The drink bill of Great Britain during 1919 was 
£500,000,000, and it is estimated that the drink bill 
of 1920 was about £1,000,000,000, or one-tenth of the 
national war debt! In the United: Kingdom one must 
remember that the estimated consumption of milk 
per capita is twelve gallons, while the consumption 
of beer is thirty-one gallons, and the comparative 
cost is £2, 8s for the milk, and £9 for beer! 

A well-known British writer recently said, “We 


1 Nationalization is a movement to have the Government buy out 
the saloons and distilleries, and have the liquor traffic under Govern- 
ment control. Some of the advocates of nationalization even favor 
Government ownership without profit, though providing for a revenue 
from taxation. 
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nation’s only safeguard* against bankruptcy; but 
they cannot have increased trade without increased 
production, and all the past history of Great Britain 
shows that drink: is a hindrance to even a normal 
output. If the ‘drink bill increases by leaps and 
bounds, as it has been doing since the war, Great 
Britain will be forted to adopt prohibition or see 
America carry on the commerce which is necessary 
to Britain’s existence. 

This is why the United Kingdom Alliance is ad- 
vocating a local veto in England and .Wales, as they 
now have it in Scotland; why the Stren of Brit-, 
ain Movement has come out with its porey for con- 
structive prohibition ;, why the great Wesleyan Meth- 
odist .Church and other non-conformist churches 
helped Scotland in the struggle for local option, and 
why the Band of Hope Movement, with more than 
three million members, is working for temperance 
education in ‘the schools. ° 

This is why, during the war, men and women did 
not falter, but notwithstanding air raids and dark- 
ened streets, and other adverse conditions. held their 
ground. It is why, to-day,-the women, not only of 
the British Woman’s Temperance Alliance and .Tem- 
perance Union, but the won.en of the nation will 
vote for temperance reform. 
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©’ By Don ‘O. Shelton i 
President of the National Bible Institute of New York 


HAvE you this: most valuable bank account, on: 


which fabulous checks may always be drawn?’ 
Spurgeon’s thought about the “check book on -the 
bank of faith” is crystallized in this message of Mr. 
Shelton’s, which is one of the choice articles in the 
Bible Success Band Booklet for tfo921, others be- 
ing contributed by the Hon: John Wanamaker, Philip 
E. Howard, William H. Ridgway, and George T. B. 
Davis. The covers of the booklet are handsomely 
illuminated after the stylé of the old Missals. Mr. 
Shelton says: 

The strength of our Christian faith depends upon 
what our faith rests on. The faith that ststains 
and empowers comes through the Bible. Faith that 
rests on the bedrock of God’s Word will be a tri- 
umphant faith. 

Bible passages committed to memory and medi- 
tated on are like living seeds. They take root. They 
spring up in sturdy growth of faith. They yield the 
large and priceless fruitage of a life in union with 
Christ. 

The storing in the mind of the living and ener- 
gizing truths of the Bible is a strong factor in de- 
veloping a faith that will outride all of life’s storms 
and trials. 

Looking back over the years, I find that the Bible 
passages which I memorized were channels by which 
faith was received and strengthened, as well as guide- 
posts by which character was shaped. ey were 
the Spirit’s electric lights, revealing the mercy, the 
love, and the power of God; and indicating the paths 
chosen of him for me to walk in. . 

It is through these living words of God, made to 
live in us by the power of the Spirit, as we ap- 
propriate them and meditate on them, that faith be- 
comes active and aggressive. Mr. Moody for a long 
time prayed for more faith, but his faith did not 
seem to increase. “One day,” he said, “I was read- 
ing in Romans 10: 17, ‘So then faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God.’ I saw that 
faith comes-through the Bible, and n to study 
my Bible with new purpose, and my faith has been 
growing ever since.” ; 

Memorizing and meditation, which are the Savings 
Bank of Bible study, are powerful aids in making 
the Christian approved unto , a workman who 
ete much ffuit to the glory of his Saviour and 

rd. 


The Bible Success Band Booklet provides for mem- 
orizing a verse every day. _It may be ordered from 
The Sunday School Times Company at $2.50 a dozen 
copies; $20 a hundred, or 25 cents each, 


he, evings Bank st:-the- Bike: 
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Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 22: 1-14 


T 

The Conversion of “Big Jim” 

| By J. B. Cranfill 
This story of God's power to save unto the 
uttermost was related in a sermon by Dr. 


George W. Truett at Dallas, Texas, several 
? years ago. 

















GREAT outdoor Texas meeting was in prog- 
ress. Religiously conditions were very bad. I 
think I never Seow them worse. Men with 
white locks about their ears were lost, and their 
grandchildren“followed in forbidden and ruinous 
paths. The few people of God in the community 
were beaten and defeated, it.seemed. One of the 
causes for such conditions was that a group of men 
had had a series of little, pesky, religious debates, and 
the result was that conditions were hard and harsh 
and bad on every side, 
I shall never forget the regent story of the peo- 
a there concerning one of their citizens, a man 
own for a radius of hundreds of miles. I could 
speak his name, but will not. He would not forbid 
it, for I could speak it to God’s praise. They told 
me-mucly about this same Big Jim. They said: 
“He will come to the meeting once this year; then 
he will curse you and the meeting out, and curse 
the churches, and then he will wait another year to 
come again. That is his style. You need not waste 
any preaching on him.” 
hey described him so that I could not mistake 
him—he was the largest man in all that section. 
One night I stood up to preach, and in came Big 
Jim. shall never forget the emotions that_then 
possessed me. Here was. the chief of sinners, ,so 
the people said; what could be done for him? 
That night I preached, and God’s Spirit moved 
upon the audience mightily, and men with white locks 
and stooped shoulders like little children. were 
turned to the Saviour. Grandfathers came, who had 
walked the wrong way for wellnigh their threescore 
ty and ten. And- their grandchildren also came. 
he Spirit of the Lord -was upon us that night. 
Yonder sat Big Jim like a granite shaft. And when 


that service was adjourned a little group of people . 


stayed behind and talked with one another about 
the hour just past, as men were wont to talk. Ever 
and anon they would refer to Big Jim. They said: 
“He was here to-night, but he won’t be back.” One 


said: “I believe he will return; I never saw him look ° 


as he looked to-night.” 
said, “Yes.” 


Another said, “No”; another 


Presently, after I had left the tabernacle to find . 


the cottage where I slept, as I went along. through 
the quiet woods I heard some one talking in t 
darkness of the night. I did not mean to be“an eaves- 
dropper. There were two of them talking, oh, so 
earnestly. They were —s to God. This is what 
they were saying: “Mighty God, the people are say- 
ing that Big Jim is too much for thee. Oh, break to 
pieces our unbelief, and let all this country know 
that God is Master of the situation; that he can save 
even the chief sinner here.” ~They said: “Master, 
we plead thy promise to thy disciples about two who 
may agree, and if agreeing concerning anything they 
should ask, thou wilt hear. We agree that we want 
Big Jim saved for the glory of God, and to stop the 
mouths of gainsayers once and forever in all this 
section.” ‘ 

I quietly went my way ieeng them on their knees. 
They did not know that I had heard them, nor do 
I know who they were. The next day came and 
wore to evening, and again I stood up to preach, 
and in came Big Jim again. Yonder he sat at the 
rear of the tabernacle, and then I said, “Father, give 
me the word of life for this brother man.” 

I told the story of the prodigal son, that restless, 
wayward lad, who went away from home against 
the protest of love and wisdom’s voice, and who 
went from bad to worse, and down and down, until 
yonder he is in the swine fields eating of the husks 
wherewith he fed the swine. One day the prodigal 

e homesick and soulsick, and he said:‘“I have 
missed it all; my whole life’s course is a grim sar- 
casm; I have missed it all: I can do better than 
this'as a servant in my Father’s house; and worst of 
all, worst of all, I have sinned against my best friend, 


“I have sinned against my father who loved me, and 


I have sinned against my father’s God. I will go 
back, and I will tell him all.” You know the rest. 
You know how the father, whose heart ached for- 
ever with an aching that would not stop because the 
boy was gone, looked and saw him coming, and while 
he. was yet a great way off that father ran to meet him 
and to fold that thing of shame and rags to his 
heart, while the boy wept and said: 

“Father, I did not come back to ask to be your 
boy, but to tell you that I have sinned against you 
and heaven, and that I am not worthy to be called 
your son, but ask only to have a servant’s place.” 
And the father said: “Kill the fatted calf for the 
boy returned; bring him the best robe; put on his 
finger the ring—emblem of love that never dies.” 

That was what I preached. And then I said: “I 
bring you a Gospel to which I have anchored my very 





_ worl 


. been left stranded outside. 
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soul; I am willing to die by it, and I am trying to 
live by it; I am going to meet God with it when ] 
stand before him in the judgment. I was once that 
boy, and I came one day and surrendered to that 
Saviour whom God the Father sent. Is there a man 
here who will surrender to him now?” 

Big Jim started toward the preacher, and in a 
moment half a thousand men were seeing him and 
all these rose to their feet. Were they dreaming? 
Was it too good to be true? They were on their 
feet, looking, listening, sobbing. Down ‘that long aisle 
came Big fim, and when he reached me, he caught 
my hand, and said: 

“I put you on your sacred honor — will Jesus Christ 
save me if I give up to him?” 

f. said: “On my sacred honor, I answer that he 
will. 5 

And then he looked at me again, while the men who 
stood all about us now were begging him to yield to 
Christ. He spoke again: 

“But you must remember that I am the worst man 
out of hell.” . . - 

I answered back: “My Saviour died for the worst 
man out of hell; and he is able to save him now.” 

ce more he looked at me,-and said: 

“When would he save me if I were to surrender 
myself to him right now?” 

said: “On the authority of Jesus Christ, 6n which 
I have rested my soul for time and eternity, I de- 
clare that he will save you right now, and you your- 
self may be the judge, if you will fully surrender to 
him now.” 
_ Then he turned that great, bronzed face, pitiful 
in its anguish, up towards the heavens, and gasped 
this prayer: “Lord Jesus, the worst man in the 
gives up to you right now!” 

I cannot tell you all the rest. I don’t know that 
the angels could tell it all. But God unloosed his 
tongue, and Big Jim witnessed for Jesus then and 
there as I never heard Him witnessed for before or 
since. Old grizzled men came and kissed Big Jim; 
and old women came and kissed him; and little chil- 
dren kissed him, for the chief of sinners was saved. 

Dattas, Tex. = —s 


“The Little Jetts” may be had from The Sunday 
School Timés Company in charming book form for $1. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 








He made the stars also (Gen. 1:16). 


HAT! the God who made the sun and moon 
: made the stars also! the twinkling, unilluminat- 
ing stars! the stars so far away, so unrelated to 
man’s vision and need! We can understand how he 
made the great sun and moon. But how is it that 


. he also made the tiny stars? 


A little girl was once walking with her father, 
looking at the stars. At last she said: “Oh, father, 
if the wrong side of heaven is so beautiful, what 
must the right side be?” Exactly; God also has his 
point of view, and some things were made for him- 
self as well as for us. So then it is not of prime 
importance that we should get out of severy- 
thing, but rather that God should be satisfied and 
glorified. And when God looked down on the “right 
side” of the stars he said: “Behold, it is very good.” 

As a matter of fact, however, we do get good out 
of the stars. What night the moon fails in its shin- 
ing the stars give us light. And that northern star 
has guided many a storm-tossed ship to its desired 
haven. Above all, every star in that upper temple 
speaks glory; as said David — whose soul had often 
traversed the starry paths of light-to heaven’s glori- 
ous throne—“Praise ye him,” not only “sun and 
moon,” but also “all ye stars of* light.” 

And so the smaller gifts of God are as beneficent 
as the larger, whether they be stars or men. “All 
things are yours”; both the sun and moon and also 
the stars, both Paul and Peter and also Apollos. 
And remember, some time when you do not see any 
beauty and splendor in stars or men, that God does; 
and hence, while all are for you, that all are pre- 
eminently for. him. While God is in heaven, no 
flower “is born to blush unseen, and waste its sweet- 
ness on the desert air”; nor is any star doomed to 
be unadmired, nor any saint to be unappreciated. 


Princeton, N. J. 








.When the Murderers Got Under the Blood 


By Northcote Deck, A.B., Ch.M. 





In ‘the Solomon Islands, Dr. Deck’s mission field, he has seen five thousand cannibal islanders 


soundly converted in eleven years. 


{7 WAS miles up the tidal reaches of a~mangrove 
river at Randi in wild Malaita that I saw an inno- 
vation in church methods I have never seen described 
before. Randi has only been formed about three 
ears—by Jimmy Fulowa and his wife Deborah. 

hey went inland from the safety of the coast, 
by invitation, and threw away all the sacred stones 
and objects of worship of a heathen tribe, and then 
helped them cut the first crashing trees for the new 
settlement, and there they raised the first little 
Bethel. Since then from its forest solitudes God’s 
praises have daily risen, unconfined, from a steadily 
growing village. Now there are about eighty of 
the wildest bushmen following on to know the Lord. 

As I was passing the rear of their large new church, 
I noticed a stool and reading desk perched outside 
the church, and just opposite a little window, so as 
to look across the platform and give a view of the 
faces of the congregation. It looked as, if a larger 
church had been reconstructed, and the lectern had 
But on inquiry I was 
told that this was where an older Christian was 
stationed during the services, that he might see that 
all eyes, especially of the numerous boys and girls, 
were closed during pease’ the psychology of the 
thing being apparently that it was aJlowable for a 
man to have his eyes open for ‘such a good purpose 
as long as he was outside, and therefore not taking 
part in the service! This perch has gone out of 
use now, as the children have learned to love the 
Saviour for themselves. 

I found the reality of things, after our service, a 
little later. The day was drawing to its sudden 
close when they told me a number wanted to “sign.” 
They had turned to God from idols long before and 
had given up all known heathen customs, and had 
most of them begun, as their way is, to pray to God 
as soon as they came to school. But they wanted to 
have a definite transaction, to make sure they were 
under the blood. I had them in, in smajl batches, and 
questioned each in turn as to his knowledge of sin 
and “the Way.” It was wonderful how few mis- 


takes were made, and it was evident that they were 


quite clear as to what they were doing. 


Gifts for this work may be sent to the Honorary Secretary of the 
South Sea Evangelical Mission, Miss F. S. H. Young, 7 Moore Street, Sydney, Australia. 


The first batch of five included three noted mur- 
derers, who had been killing ‘continuously until 
about a year before. One man especially, with eyes 
set close together, had a most sinister appearance, 
and had just escaped hanging the year before. Yet 
experience has shown how deep and real is the change 
through the Spirit in such men, and they often be- 
come most zealous in God’s work. Then there came 
a number of tottering old men and women for whom 
life had passed in the nightmare of spirit worship, 
who now with faces wreathed in smiles gave their 
hearts and what remained of their lives into God’s 
safe-keeping. I often think the changes will be the 
most wonderful of all for them, with their dimly 
groping sight of faith, when they see the King in 
his beauty, and in place of their ignorance, know as 
they are known. hat an apocalypse it will be for 
their old eyes! There were twenty-three in all that 
night, wHo cried in turn to the One who ever hears 
the cry of faith,'and it was starlight when we left 
the church. 

So we set off in the boat to pull down the silent 
reaches of the river, with their prayers still ring- 
ing in our ears, and so came with a blessed weari- 
ness to the anchored ship. And such as this is going 
on in station after station as God turns to the nations 
of the heathen, and takes out a people for himself. 
What real share have you in such a Divine harvest- 
ing? How much do spiritual things really bulk in 
your life? 


“Teach us, O God, the worthlessness and werth 
Of life in this great day of destiny; . 
The desperate loss of lives of spiritual dearth 
However great their proud prosperity. 
Teach skeptic hearts the everlasting gain 
Of lives peured out, spite of the world’s disdain! 


* “Then pour us out in every arid place, 
Where’er Thy heart is brooding o’er the lost; 
Wherever men have never known Thy grace, 
In any elime, dear Lord, at any cost! 
Qurs be the sacrificial blest employ, 
That gives to take, thet pours out to enjoy!” 


Aorta, Soromon IsLAnps. i 















































































Boon 


aD 


TEE A SS Pe Oe 
~ >< ~~: 5 4 





Golden Text.—Go out into the highways and hedges, and constrain them to come in.—Luke 14 : 23 


LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 6. THE MARRIAGE FEAST 
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Matthew 22: 1-14 


JANUARY 22, 1921 





The Lesson Pilot 
° By Howard A. Banks 
Getting Started in Class 


HO does not like to go to a party? Repectels 

a wedding party? ven the little folks will 

be interested in giving some of their party 
experiences by way of coming on to the story in 
this lesson, as Mrs, Bryner puggente. And Mr. Ridg- 
way, one of the most delightful after-dinner talkers, 
who has doubtless worn out more than one swallow- 
tail in answering demands for such speeches, tells 
how uncomfortable one feels in_being caught at a 
banquet without a‘dress suit. But the smile fades 
from our lips when he speaks his solemn sentence: 
“If you don’t look out some of- you fellows are 
going to have this awful feeling multiplied to the nth 
power.” 


Our Background Material 


Josephits says that a million persons perished in 
the siege and sack of Jerusalem predicted in verse 7. 
Titus had intended to save the temple, but a Roman 
soldier fired it,and it was burned “the very same 
month and day that ‘Nebuchadnezzar burnt the first 
temple, God marking the judgment plainly as from 
Him. Titus himself recognized this: ‘We fought 
with God on our side; it is God who pulled the 
pews out of these strongholds, for what could the 
1ands of men or machines have availed against these 
towers?’ ; 

“The city and temple were wholly burnt and de- 
stroyed, except the west wall of the upper city and 
Herod's three great towers, which were left as memo- 
rials of the strength of the defenses. The old and 
weak were killed, the children under seventeen’ were 
sold as slaves, the rest sent to the Egyptian mines, 
the amphitheaters and Rome, where they formed’ part 
of Titus’ triumphal train. The Tenth Legion... 
‘so thoroughly leveled and dug up, that no one visit- 
ing Jerusalem would believe it had ever been in- 


habited . . . fulfilling Christ’s words, “They shall, 


lay thee even with the ground and thy children within 
thee; and they shall not lay within thee one’ stone 
upon another, because thou knewest not the time of 
a (in mercy).”—Fausset’s Bible Cyclo- 
peata. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
, quickly locating the references. 

When Jesus speaks this parable, the third in his 
conflict with Jewish national leaders in the temple, 
as Dr. Griffith Thomas notes in the Connection of 
the lesson, he is looking through the field-glass of 
prophecy into century after century, even to our own 
times, and beyond. 

One would not be dogmatic in seeking to inter- 
pret it, and would allow the widest latitude, but may 
we not see among those) first servants sent forth (v. 
3) that strange figure garbed in camel's hair as he 
carries on the wilderness revival, crying “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”? (Matt. 3: 
2.) Then “these twelve Jesus sent forth,” only to 
“the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” to say, “the 
kingdom of sheaven is at hand” (Matt. 10: 5-7 ff.); 
and then the Seventy in their thirty-five - pairs, 
scripless and shoeless, and desperately in earnest, 
working their healing miracles and preaching “the 
— of God is come nigh unto you” (Luke 10: 
I-12), 

These first servants were but repeating a message 
that had been given long before. They were invit- 
ing again “them that were bidden” (v. 3) —bidden 
by David when he cried, “O taste and see that the 
Lord is good” (Psa. 34:8); and Isaiah in his rhap- 
sody, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters” (Isa. 55:1), and Hosea when he called, 
“Come, let us return unto the Lord” (Hosea 6:1). 
The hospitality of Old Testament prophets was bein 
renewed by these first messengers (Dr. Thomas, I, 
1; Mrs. Askew, 1; the Little Fetts). 

There go the “other servants” of verse 4! How 
the longsuffering of God waits! There is Peter, pet- 
rified at last under the power of Pentecost, and the 
other Spirit-filled apostles, and the one hundred and 
twenty of the upper room, and the thousands of con- 
verts of the early church. “All things are ready” 
fy; 4). The Lord had cried on the Cross, “It is 

ished!” He had ended his sufferings, and entered 
into his glory, and it meant much for Israel (Acts 
3:18; Luke 24:26, 46; Acts 2: 37-39). 

But does Israel accept the wonderful, oft-repeated 
invitation? No. “They made light of it” (v. 5; Mr. 
Riagway, 1; Mrs. Askew, 2; Dr. Smellie, 1 and 2). 
The very refusal to accept it shows the deafness, 
the stubbornness and contemptuousness of the nat- 


RRapetenel Bending : Isaiah 61 : 10 to 62; 5. 
Reference ial: Isa. 55: r-1x; Matt. rx: 28-30; Luke 14: t5- 
24; Kev. 22: 17. 
i ic: of a W. Party. 
Baemory Verse : Come unte Toning Poste 28. 


Junior Topic : An Invitation to a Wedding. 
Memory Verse : Rev. 22% 


17. 
Senior Topic : , a a and Extending the 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Great Invitation. 











1 And Jesus answered and spake again in parables unto 
them, saying, 2 The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a 
certain king, who made a marriage feast for his son, 3 and 
sent forth his ‘servants to call them that were bidden to the 
marriage feast: and they would not come. 4 Again he sent 
forth other ‘servants, saying, Tell them that are bidden, 
Behold, I have made ready my dinner; my oxen and my 
fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come to the 
marriage feast. 5 But they made light of it, and went their 
ways, one to his own farm, another to ‘his merchandise; 6 
and the rest laid hold on his ‘servants, and treated them 


ways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the 

feast. 10 And those ‘servants went out into the highways, 
and gathered together all as many as they found, both 
bad and good: and the wedding was filled with guests. 
11 But when the king came in te behold the guests, he 
saw there a man who had not on a wedding-garment; 12 and 
he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not 
having a wedding-garinent? And he was speechless. 13 
Then the king said to the “servants, Bind him hand and 
foot, and cast him out into the outer darkness; there shall 
be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are 
called, but few chosen. 


1Gr. bondservants. *Or, ministers. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, 








ural man. The terrible possibilities in human nature 
are manifested in men and women turning away un- 
impressed from God’s amazing overtures of love (Dr. 
Smellie, 3 and 4). 

What inferior things do hold us from such ac- 
ceptance of the invitation — the plantation, the store, 
and the like? What it is that is to-day holding us 
away @rom accepting the same invitation? Is busi- 
ness our God? (Dr. Smellie, 3; Round-Table, 4.) 

Not content with mere sage ne the repetition of 
the message was ungratefully resented. They “took 
his servants and entreated them er, They 
are putting Peter and John “inehold into the next 
day” (Acts 4:3); incarcerating the apostles in the 
common prison (Acts 5:18); “haling men and 
women,” as the persecutions increase, “to prison” 
(Acts ' 8:3), and threatening slaughter (Acts 
ort). “And slew them” _(v. Stephen falls 
on sleep amid a shower of stones (Acts 7:59). 
James is thrust through with Herod’s sword; and “be- 
cause he saw it pleased the Jews” (Acts 12:2, 3), 
Herod pressed these persecutions; and they continue 
to the very end of the generation covered by the book 
of Acts (Acts 28:17). 

The royal patience is at last at an end.. Men can- 
not always despise it (v. 7). The King’s armies 
were those of Titus, son of the Roman Emperor 
Vespasian, and later to be Emperor himself. Titus 
was a moral leper, a godléss pagan, but in executing 
God’s judgments his armies, in the Spirit’s mind (as 
He moves the pen of Matthew), become “the King’s 
armies”! The temple was finally burned in that 
dreadful siege and sack of Jerusalem in A. D. 70, 
and the Great Diaspora — Dispersion — began (Dr. 
Thomas, f, 2). 

Meanwhile God sends out a new relay of servants, 
but into new paths. He points them to the great 
highways of the earth. The Gospel is given to the 
Gentiles (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). The mercy and patience 
of God would not be baffled by the repeated refusals, 
as is shown by his turning from his peculiar people 
to the Gentiles, and even to-day we Gentiles of 
Christendom are shamed by Chinese and Hindoos 
and Africans who press into the kingdom more 
eagerly (Dr. Smellie, 5). 

Paut leads the missionary troop into Asia Minor 
and across into Europe. Are we in the line of the 
wonderful missionary succession? The missionary 
note is loudly sounded in this parabolic illustration, 
as is suggested by Miss Sicanee Dee, and she hears 
it reverberating across three ages of church his- 
tory. Five great missionary applications are dis- 
covered by Dr. Ellis in giving the teaching principle 
of the lesson. Is not the most effective message 
usually delivered by word of mouth? (Round-Table, 
3, see also 1 and 2) 


The Truth thatels Golden 

What the wedding garment was, how it was given 
by Eastern kings to their guests, and its significance 
are explained by Dr. Thomas (I, 4). Paul, who 
was one of those bidden, and who first killed the 


king’s servants and afterward repented and went 
to the feast himself, describes the misfit gar- 
ment which the guest of verse 11 wore: Israel, with 
a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge, goes 
about to establish “their own righteousness”—“the 
futile effort of man to work out under law a char- 
acter which God can approve”— and therefore “have 
not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of 
God” (Rom. 10: 1-3). But how the real garment glis- 
tens in white as Paul displays it in Philippians 3:8, 
9: “I count all things but loss .. . that t may win 
Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which’is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the - righteousness 
which is of God by faith” (Dr. Smellie, 6). Men 
glibly say their little self-righteous creeds down here, 
ut in the presence of the King they will be speech- 
less (v. 12). “Now we know that what things soever 
the law saith, it saith to them who are under the 
law: that every mouth may be stopped” (Rom. 3: 19). 
Teaching Points : 

That this parable is not the same as related in 
Luke 14: 15-24 is pointed out by Dr. Thomas (II, 
5). There are resemblances, but the one in Luke 
emphasizes his grace, and the one here his severity. 
How the two may be combined to suggest s 
attitude to us and the consequences of our attitude 
to him is given by Dr. Thomas (III, 7). 

As messengers of Christ the word “come” should 
ever be on our ups. Its significance as spoken by 
God and as spoken by us is given by Dr. Thomas 
(III, 6). 

How every faculty of the body is used in Scrip- 
ture to illustrate and symbolize spiritual attitudes and 
blessings is pointed out by Dr. Thomas in The Heart 
of the Lesson. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Have you responded to the R. S. V. P. on the 
King’s invitation? (“Say, Fellows —.”) 

Is there any limit to the number of plates laid at 
God’s marriage feast for.his Son? (Mrs, Askew, 3.) 


If Christ should actually ask you to come to his 
table with as many guests as you. could, what would 
happen? (Mr. Howard.) 


Have you ordered your garment for the King’s 
Son’s wedding feast? (Mrs. Askew, 4; the Cartoon.) 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charlies Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF ILLUSTRATION —Abstract or 
spiritual truth should be made clear by concrete 
illustration. 











(ye more the Master Teacher is imparting far- 
reaching truth through his well-known method 
of the parable. And his illustration parallels so ac- 
curately the truth itself that the Pharisees against 
whom he spoke the parable went immediately to plot 
against him with ‘the wickedness of murder in their 
hearts. Have the class point out how the parable 
presents the first offer of the kingdom to the Jews, 
and how their rejection of the King led him to turn 
to the despised Gentiles, many of whom have ac- 
cepted the gracious invitation to the marriage feast. 
This is perhaps the central truth of the parable, but 
related to it is the teaching of how some permit the 
minor affairs of everyday business to overshadow the 


‘importance of the King’s invitation ‘and how others 


not only despised it, but most ungratefully despised 
and even destroyed those who came with God’s in- 
vitation. The universality of the present Gospel 
call, prompted by the graciousness of the king, seems 
to lie before us here side by side with his right 
eous anger at those who on the one hand despise 
the message and those who deliver it, and those who 
on the other hand presume to dictate the terms on 
which they will come to the feast. What is the es- 
sential wedding garment which the guest himself 
cannot provide? 

In making missionary applications have the class 
recognize in the parable the reason for missions, the 
nature and urgency of the message; the scope of its 
appeal, the authority of the messenger and the quali- 
fication for his task, all of which are enfolded in the 
parable before us. Do not fail to press home the 
question as to whether some may not miss the feast 
because the servants are unfaithful in delivering the 
message. Who are the servants? 
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Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 22:1-14 


- 


The Lesson as a Whole 





By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





—This ‘lesson follows immediately on 
the preceding one, and this third parable, telling of 
God’s gracious offer, is the end of the conflict in 
the temple with the Jewish leaders, and indicates at 
ence the mercy of God and their responsibility. The 
parable is peculiar to this Gospel. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The King’s Purpose Se 1, 2). Those who had 
heard Jesus in the temple were thus addressed, and 
this parable suggests the method adopted by Christ 
to lead people to think out his meaning. The rule 
of. Christ is here compared to a king who made a 
marriage feast for his son, thereby indicating the 
divine purpose for the world. 

The King’s Invitation (vs. 3-6). These statements 
sum up and illustrate the history of the Old Testa- 
ment times as servant after servant was sent to the 


_ nation Fi only to be disregarded and even op- 


posed. (1 
The King's Judgment (v. 7). This is the outcome 
of the indifference and was really a prophecy of what 


we take place when Jerusalem was destroyed.. 


The King’s Decision (vs. 8-10). Notwithstanding 
the refusal of the people originally invited (the 
Jews), the wedding feast was still to be held, and 
the servants were commanded to go to places where 
people naturally gather and invite as many as pos- 
sible to the feast. The result was that the guests 
filled the place, significant of what actually followed 
when the Gentiles accepted Christianity (Acts 13: 
45-49). (3) 

The King’s Warning (vs. 11-14). The wedding gar- 
ment was usually a long white robe, and it is said to 
have been given frequently by Eastern kings to their 
guests. As the people gathered at the feast could 
not have afforded such a garment themselves, it 
was more than probable that they were provided for 
on this occasion. This certainly agrees with the truth 
of divine grace. The thought of a garment naturally 
suggests Christ’s robe of cb agpes mage For this 
reason the man was obviously guilty of disrespect 
and on this account he was punished. He was bound 
hand and foot to keep him from returning to 
feast, and then cast outside of the light, warmth, 
and joy of the feast. Qur Lord’s comment on the 
parable (v: 14), distinguishes between those who 
are outwardly called by the Gospel and those who, 


- having accepted, are regarded as God’s choice. The 


wearing of the wedding garment is the proof that 
God has chosen the person, and thus we have the 
two aspects of truth, the divine and human, which 
are also always found in experience. (4) 


Devotional Reading : Isaiah 61: 10 to 62:5. A pic- 
ture of the future<day of Jerusalem’s glory. (1) 
The exultation, verses 10, 11; (2) the effort, verse 1; 
(3) the expectation, verses 2-5. 


Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
(American Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia, 
$2.50) is very helpful; also “The Gospel of the King- 
dom,” by Spurgeon (Fleming H. Revell, New York, 
$1.50). Other ks to be used with each les- 
son. are “Modern Students’ Life of Christ,” by 
Vollmer (Revell, $1.50), “The Students’ Illustrated 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land,” by 
W. W. Smith (The Sunday School Times Company, 
$1.50) j Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, 

hiladelphia, $4). : 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) ~- 


ll. Additional Material for Teachers 

Isaiah 55:1-11; Matthew 11:28-30; Luke 14:15-24; 
Revelation 22:17. 

1. Isaiah 55:1-11. The theme of salvation, as 
chapter 53 is of the Saviour: (1) The loving in- 
vitation, verses 1-5; (2) the earnest entreaty, verses 
6, 7; (3) the strong encouragement, verses 8-11. 

2. Matthew_11: 28-30. The threefold invitation of 
Christ: (1) Come; (2) take; (3) learn. 

3. Luke 14:.15-24. Another parable symbolizing 
“a great supper.” This is quite distinct from the 
present one, because spoken in Perea quite three 
months before the one in Jerusalem. hile there 
are resemblances there are also important differences 
of detail, and the general tone is not at all the same. 


In Luke, gra ¢ is uppermost, while here severity is 
emphasized. Thus the lessons taught are not the 
same. (5) ~~ 


4. Revelation 22:17. God's last invitation to the 
world. 
Ill. The Graded Topics 

_1. Intermediate and Senior: Accepting and Ques- 
tioning the Great Invitation. It has been said that 
the most beautiful word in Scripture is “come,” and 
from its first appearance (Gen. 7:1) it occurs about 
six hundred times. (1) God’s invitation to us. When 





, attitudes and blessings. 
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he says “come,” it is a proof of his love to us, and 
whether we know it or not, of our need of him. (2) 
Our invitation to others. When we say “come” to 
others, it expresses our gratitude and loyalty to 

and our earnest desire that others around shoul 

share with us the unspeakable blessings of the king- 
dom. The two aspects of “come” are seen in Revela- 
tion 22:17. (6) 

2. Young People and Adults: The Great Invita- 
tion. The two parables (Luke 14 and Matt. 22) may 
be combined to suggest ’s attitude to us and the 
consequences of our attitude to him. (1) The divine 
purpose, verse 2. d wishes us to have fellowship 
with him. (2) The divine preparation, We see this 
in the centuries between the two invitations of Luke 
14: 16, 17, and the continual appeal suggested in 

atthew 22:3, 4. Redemption took time and trouble 
and was no sudden thought of God. (3) Human 
response. In both parables the peoste made light of 
God’s desire and invitation. Some made excuses 
(Luke 14:18), and others disregarded the invitation 
altogether (Matt. 22:5). ) The divine persist- 
ence, Notwithstanding this sinfulness, the blessings 
God has provided will not be lost, for others are to 
share if those for whom they were first intended will 
) receive them (Matt. 22:9, 10; Luke 14: 21-23). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The thought of a feast suggests the interesting 
idea that practically every, faculty of the body is 
used in Scripture to illustrate and symbolize spiritual 
Sometimes it is’ the eye, 
“look unto me, and be ye saved” (Isa. 45:22); 
sometimes it is the hand, “let him take hold of 
my strength” (Isa. 27:5); sometimes it is the ear, 
“hear, and your soul shall live” (Isa. 55:3); some- 
times it is the foot, “walk before me” (Gen. 17:1); 
“walk after Jehovah your God” (Deut. 13: 4) A “walk 
in him” (Col. 2:6); “they shall walk.with me” (Rev. 
3:4). But perhaps most interesting and impressive 
of all is the mouth, “O taste and see that Jehovah 
is good” (Psa. 34:8). This thought of eating is 
frequently found in Scripture and is full of mean- 
ing. 

1. Food is Necessary. Just as the body requires 
food for life and health, so man is to live not by 
bread only, but by the Word of God (Luke 4: 4). 

2. Food should be Regular. As the body must have 
its food at proper intervals, so the soul, if it is to 
be healthy, strong, and vigorous, should have its 
regular and constant supplies of spiritual nourish- 
ment, 

3. Food is a Pleasure. ‘When people are in bodily 
health their food will always give satisfaction, and 
it is a mark of true spiritual health that the grace 
of God has revealed in and bestowed through his 
Word his joy in our life (Psa. 119: 103; Heb. 6:5; 


I Peter 2:3). 


V. Leading Questions 
What are the main differences and the chief re- 
semblances between this and the parable in Luke 14? 


How can we show the appropriateness of each 
to the particular situation? 

What is symbolized by a marriage feast for the 
son? Illustrate from other Scriptures. 


What is meant by those who were in the high- 
ways? 
. How may we explain the two references to rest 
in Matthew 11: 28-30? Illustrate from other places 
in the New Testament, 


Who are those who use the word “come” in Rev- 
elation 22:17? Distinguish them all. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
oe 


Alas! The.Gratitude of Men 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
W: ARE apt to think hard things of God and 


smooth things of ourselves. But Christ, who 
knows both God and man, tells us in this par- 
able that we are entirely mistaken. 


God yearns, seeks, calls —that, first of all. : 

There is in the Lord’s words an epitome of his- 
tory, especially of Jewish history, viewed from 
the divine side. All down the ages, Christ sees his 
Father standing at a widely opened door, and hears 
him inviting the children of men to enter in. The 
summons is somewhat indefinite at the outset; but, 
by and by, time and place are fixed, and message 
follows message in clear and persuasive and insistent 
tones. It seems as though it must be impossible to 
refuse such an eager and a generous Host. 

A meal is worth accepting, for it will end our hunger ; 
a feast is still nobler and more satisfying; a wed- 
ding has fresh ge ge superadded; and, when 
the wedding is that of royalty itself, we imagine 
that every one to whom the opportunity is given 
will make haste to claim its delights. 1) 

This, then, is Christ’s delineation of God. Dur- 
ing the years of the past he has been pleading with 
men, more vaguely through the prophets and psalm- 
ists of the earlier time, but in these last days plainly 


‘ fingers, nor paid for with our money. 
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and powerfully through his dear Son. And his 
mercies. are not few and stinted. They are, on the 
contrary, an infinite feast. Forgiveness, and holiness, 
and his closest fellowship, and his seasonable help, 
“Bibles laid open, millions of surprises, the sound 
of glory ringing in our ears, angels and grace” — 
there is not a soul within reach of the Gospel but 
may rejoice in those coqemieg treasures. How 
altogether we misconceive , if we regard him as 
aloof, austere, and unkind! He must be portrayed 
by adjectives which are the exact antitheses of 
these. (2) 


But man is deaf, stubborn, contemptuotis — Christ 

Says next. 
he invitation that is so unfettered, and the ban- 

4 that is so munificent, are strangely spurned. 
Jur Lord is looking now at history from its human 
side. He beholds men and women turning unimpressed 
from God’s amazing overtures of love. He hears 
the generations, one in succession to another, ridi- 
culing the Father’s bounty, and laughing him to 
scorn. Sometimes they. do it in a silent preoccupa- 
tion with inferior things — their farm, their merchan- 
dise. Sometimes their hostility 1s violent and fierce ; 
they go so far as to slay the king’s servants who 
have bidden them to the marriage. (3) S 

That is a cruel response to make to the God of 
grace and mercy and peace. It is a very different 
estimate, moreover, of our attitude and conduct from 
the fancy-portrait we are inclined to paint. But 
Christ ages sad and simple facts. e are too 
busy with this passing world to give much heed to 
the world of eternity. “For a cap and bells our lives 
we pay,” as Lowell phrases it; and, that we may 
gain the tinsel*and paint, we miss God’s unfading 
crown of glory, and the life of our spirits here 
and hereafter. Now and then, we are even bitter 
in opposition. We repeat the sin of the priests and 
scribes, and crucify Christ's messengers and Christ 
himself afresh. here are terrible possibilities in 
our human nature. (4) 


But God is not defeated in his purpose of love — 

the Lord goes on. 
v If the invited guests will have none of him, right- 
eous destruction must overtake their churlishness. 
But, though they are absent to their own undoing, 
the banquet will have its full complement of favored 
and happy souls. There are highways where the 
king’s envoys may find a crowd of bankrupt and 
helpless men. Let them carry the royal summons 
to these unfortunates. It will not be rejected by 
those whose penury stares them in the face. 

Paul, in the Romans, quotes a solemn Old. Tes- 
tament verse, I witl rent o you to jealousy by them 
that are no people, and by a foolish nation I. wiil 
anger you. A megligent and. rebelliqus Israel was 
to see its benefits bestowed on Gentile races whom 
it had been accustomed to despise. To-day, we of 
the West, who have been familiar for centuries with 
God’s offers and mises, his Gospel and his Son, 
are shamed by Chinese and Hindoos and Africans 
who press into the kingdom we are too careless, or 
too proud, or too clever, or too increased with 
goods to welcome for our own. (5) 


Man may be graceless and impenitent to the last 
—it is Christ’s concluding admonition. 

What a poignant supplement to his parable is that 
little narrative of the man without the wedding gar- 
ment! He could have had it. The robe was there 
for him, and only needed to be put on. His neigh- 
bors from the highways, tattered and tarn like 
himself, had readily allowed themselves to be habited 
in its seemliness‘and beauty. But he was too in- 
dependent. He wanted the monarch’s largess, but he 
wanted it in his own self-willed fashion, and in the 
ay he brought with him from the street. 

es, we are all beggars from the highways, and 
unfit in ourselves for the palace of the King. But 
there is a matchless wedding attire prepared for us. 
Its inner and unseen side is the righteousness of 
Christ, which is unto all and upon all them that be- 
lieve. Its outer and visible side is the righteousness 
of the Christian, which comes from faith in and 
union with the Saviour and the Sanctifier of our souls. 
The dress has not to be woven laboriously by our 
It is free, 
and to be had for the taking. But if in wilful de- 
fiance. we put it from us, it is not the King whe 
sentences us to Banishment and death— it is we who 
have written our own verdict of doom. (6) 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
Me 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


tb keynote for the Christian in this lesson is 


“sent forth.” The three sendings forth may well 
stand for the three great ages of Church history. 
Verse 3 suggests the apostolic age and its rejection 
of the Gospel, and the papal persecutions of the mid- 
dle ages are reflected in verses 4-6; finally, this age 
has its command, “Go ye therefore” (v. 9), a re- 
iteration of the neglected command of Matthew 28: 


T9. ; 
It is the King’s command to Go. He who sends us 
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will pay our way and supply our needs. | dress suit? How did, you feel? Have 


Our only business is to be faithful ser- 
vants. 
ple duty is to be obedient. “Go ye there- 
fore” (Prov. 25: 13). 

NiaGArA FAtts, CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Dear Old Bill.” —But they made light 
of it (v. 5). People of a certain sort 
think it is smart to make light of things 
religious. The other day as a train 
pulled into the station a pretty Salvation 
Army lass came along the cars with 
her War Crys. There happened to be 
a bunch of the “fresh” pinfeather type 
of young men in the smoker. One of 
them stuck his head out of the window, 
and after blowing the cigarette smoke 
from his nose said, “Salvy, will ya put 
up a prayer fer me?” Salvation lassies 
are *always on the job, and rising to 
the occasion this one prayed, “O Lord, 
make this youn man’s heart as soft 
as his head.” Why do some men make 
light of religious things? Is it the laugh 
to hide an uneasiness? Is it the whis- 
tling while passing through the grave- 
waea? (Prov. 28:1; Rom. gh y 
old cronies are sometimes inclined to 
make merry at my manifold church ac- 
tivities, and at our college. reunions it 
is a great joke that Ridgway, the college 
“case,” should now be writing Sunday- 
school lessons for the whole world. But 
I have noticed as the years have come 
and gone, and have brought sorrows and 
disappointments, and I have written this, 
that, and the other fellow a letter of 
Christian comfort, or have been able 
to go and see them with a word of 
Christian sympathy, it is “You dear Old 
Bill”. As I have said in this Corner 
before, “Religion is not such a jokey 
thing when: there is a little white cas- 
ket in the parlor.” There is only one 
explanation why men who must die make 
light of heaven’s gracious and. loving 
invitation. To wit, the Devil. He is an 
individual who always tries to spoil a 
pry, If he can’t queer the invitations, 

e will queer the feast. (1) 


“Fishin’.”—Go ye therefore unto the 
... highways (v. 9). I was at Yellow- 
stone Park a few years ago. When we 
came to the lake some of ou® party 
went fishing. In less than an hour al- 
most every man had caught as many 
salmon trout as he could comfortably 
carry. I watched one man pull out four 
at one time, using four hooks on his 
line. Yes, indeed, that’s the place to 
fish. Because the fish are there. And 





“out unto the highways” is the place | 


to do religious work. Because the “fish” 
are there. There is no more fishing here 
in the Brandywine. All fished out. Now 
and then you see an old fellow along 
the banks with hook and line, but he 
is never very hilarious. There he sits like 
a “dead one.” Just as you see them in 
that church over at Squedunk. Yes, and 
in some Sunday-schools. When you 
meet the Trotters, the Wyburns, the 
Noonans, the Crawfords, and any 
of that company of Rescue Workers, 
and the Salvation Army bunch —all 
highway sportsmen — you will find them 
full of enthusiasm and carrying big 
strings of fish, suckers, eels, catfish, and 
what not. The fellow who wants the 
most fun in religious work will go down- 
town or out of town to the mission Sun- 
day-school in the little red schoolhouse, 
Griggsby’s barn, or Murphy’s old salon. 
Tramping a mountain stream is not ex- 
actly the same thing as a_ rocking-chair 
on a shady porch, but look into the 
creek once! Yes, a fellow is tired and 
all in when he gets home late Sunday 
afternoon, but you ought to see him get 
away with that pie — preferably raisin. 
And he goes to sleep at night without 
rocking. Yes, the highways are the 
places to “fish” (Matt. 4: 19; Jer. 16: 16). 
(2) 


Full Dress.—A man who had not on a 
wedding garment (v. 11). Have.- you 
ever been to a function and found you 
were the only fellow that had on a 
dress suit? Be and have you .ever 
been to a function and found yourself 
the only fellow who did not have on a 





you ever dreamed you were caught 


Even if not successful, our sim- | among a company of people without be- 


ing properly appareled, and when about 
ready to perish you awakened to find it 
only a dream? “Oh, what a grand and 
glorious —- as Briggs the cartoon- 
ist says. Well, if you don’t look out, 
some of you fellows are going to have 
this awful feeling multiplied to the nth 
power, and you will not be able to slip 
out and go home, or wake up and find it 
only a dream. There is no more beau- 
tiful and simple figure in all the Book 
to illustrate how Jesus saves a man. In 
some business places the -help is fur- 
nished with an attractive garment that 
completely covers what they come in. 
In some cases the garment is beauti- 
fully white and pleasing and acceptable, 
regardless of what may be under. If in 
America it was customary to.supply the 
uests with wedding clothes, what a 
ot of work and stir it would save us 
girls! Well, God has so arranged this 
matter of salvation that we are saved 
all worry and bother and trouble. Here 
in our lesson to-day is the wedding gown 
of Christ’s righteousness. All we have 
to do is receive it and slip it right on 
over our own clothes, no matter how 
good or how shabby. It requires no 
taking in or letting out to make a fit 
i 3:18; Rom. 13:14; Isa. 61: 10). 
(3 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of February 20, “The Wise and 

the Foolish Virgins” (Matt. 25 : 1-13), will 
be found useful. 

The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson. article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times’ Company. 

I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
(American Baptist Publication Society, Phila- 
delphia, $2.50), and Spurgeon (Fleming.(H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50, net) are very 
helpful. Other books to be used with each 
lesson are “Medern Students’ Life of Christ,” 
by Vollmer (Revell, $1.50, net), and Davis’ 
Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4). A valuable book on the parables is 
“A Study of the Parables,” by Miss Ada Haber- 
shon (Christian Alliance Publishing Co., New 
York, $1.75), also “The Parables of our Sav- 
iour,” by W. M. Taylor (Geo. H. Doran Co., 
New York, $1.5c, net), and the familiar book 
by Trench on the Parables (Revell, $1.50, net). 

II. “Should the Machine Stop?” and “Not 
by Climbing,” two of sixty popular talks for 
boys in the new book, “Boy-Talks,” by Philip 
E. Howard, give illustrative material for 
this lesson in the ‘form of interesting stories 
that will grip the boys —and the girls, too. 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 


| Walnut Street, Philadelphia, $1.50, postpaid.) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Thou hast 
been-most loving and patient, O Christ, in 
thy continued and undeserved invitations. 
Some of us have not yet given heed to thy 
call, and yet we would not willingly choose 
to place ourselves among the unworthy. We 
know that it is only by thy grace and thy 
tender love that we are permitted to have 
fellowship with thee and thy chosen guests, 
but we would be among that number. And 
we pray that thou wilt forgive us for our 
refusals of thy constraining love. May we 
not delay to draw near to thee, and to enter 
in among those with whom thou wouldst 
share thy blessings and thy glory. May we 
not make light of thy invitation, but may 
it be our joy to respond speedily and with- 
out delay to that call. In thy dear name, 
O Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you should set 
up a candle tar down the road in the 
darkness of a black night, you could 
only see just a little gleam against the 
blackness. That is about the way the 
missionary map of the world looks to- 
day, when against a black background of 
heathenism a white dot represents those 
who have been won to Christ in mis- 
sion lands. Oh, no, it isn’t a small work 


i 





more for giving God’s loving invitation 
to those in heathen lands than you have 
done. Would the work have gone as 
far as it bas gone, or would it have been 
much greater? Would you really want 
every one to do just about what you 
have done to win others to Christ, if you 
were making a plan for the evangeliza- 
tion of the world? Our God is necessar- 
ily a God of missionary service, because 
those to whom we are sent have nothing 
that is meeting their spiritual needs, 
their lost condition. If the dear Lord 
should ask us to come to his table to- 
day and to bring as many guests as we 
could, do you think what we actually do 
to bring others to him would bring a 
look of gladness to his face, or would 
there be just a touch.of sorrow in his 
eyes? It isn’t enough that we should 
be invited; but how many are we bring- 
ing with us? Let us pray. 





FM | Srrenoing THE [NVITATION ? 


GO OUT-—BRING IN 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Softly and tenderly.” 

“Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult.” 

“I hear thy welcome voice.” - . 
“Jesus is all the world to me.” 

“You may have the joy bells.” 

“Sweeter as the years go by.” 

“O Zion, haste, Thy mission high fulfilling.” 
“O love that wilt not let me go.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 73 : 23-28 (160 : 1-3). 
Psalm 8s : 1-13 (168 + 1-3). 
Psalm 71 : 1-24 (151 : 1-4). 
Psalm 80 : 1-19 (164 : 1-3). 
Psalm 44: 20-26 (103 : 1-3). 


Ba 
The Ilustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 


Seaool .Timesthree full months in advatice 

of the date of the Jesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without, first securing .a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma. 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct . of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each weck.. 

Illustrations on ¢ther verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


Did He Believe ?—Go ye therefore unto 





| the partings of the highways, and as 





many as ye shall find, bid to the mar- 
riage feast (v. 9). An infidel once met 
a Christian and said, “I know you do 
not believe your religion.” “Why?” 
asked the Christian. “Because,” said the 
other, “for years you have passed me 
on my way to my house of business. 
You believe, do you not, there is a 
hell, into which men’s spirits are cast?” 
“Yes; I do,” said the Christian. “And 
you believe that unless I believe in Christ 
I must be sent there?” “Yes.” “You 
do not, I am sure, because if you did 
you must be a most inhuman wretch to 
pass me, day by day, and never tell me 
about it or warn me of it.”—From Spur- 
geon’s Sermons. Sent by W. G. Irving, 
Westmount, P. Q., Can. (1) 


His Invitation.—Go ye therefore unto 
the partings of the highways, and as 
many as ye shall find, bid to the mar- 
riage feast (v. 9). A missionary was 
summoned before a magistrate. The fol- 
lowing dialogue developed: Official.— 
“We hear that you have been inviting 
Moslems to become Christians.” Mis- 
sionary.—“It is true.’ Official —“Whom 
do you invite?” Missionary.—“I invite 
you, sir."—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by W. G. Irving, West- 
mount, P. Q., Can. The prize for this 
week is awardéd to this illustration. (2) 

Sherwood Eddy’s Ticket.—Go out... 
and constrain them to come in (Golden 


by any means; it is a big work, as big Text). An experience of George Sher- 
as eternity for every individual who is | wood Eddy is thus mentioned in the In- 


reached. 


But suppose no one did any terchurch Balletin: Mr. Eddy told of a 
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predicament he was placed in by a rule 
made by the Chinese of Canton requir- 
ing “a ticket” before admission into a 
Christian meeting was permitted. “The 
ticket in this instance was not a piece 
of cardboard, but was a person pre- 
pared to receive the message of Chris- 
tianity,” said Mr. Eddy. “IT pushed my 
way through the crowd and presented 
myself at the door. The usher stopped 
me and asked me if my ticket was with 
me. ‘Ticket?’ I asked in surprise, ‘why, 
I am the speaker.’ ‘We know you are 
the speaker, Mr. Eddy, but the rule is 
that no one is to be admitted without a 
ticket, and we can make no exception 
in. your case.’” Mr. Eddy was non- 
plused. He then decided to meet the 
conditions and received an inspiration; 
he went across the river, sought out ‘Sun 
Yat Sen, the first President of the China 
Republic, urged him to accompany him 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author ef “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” 








A King Party 





S. 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


The strength of the parable lies in the 
fact that ordinarily any one would consider 
it an honor 4o receive an invitation to a 
king’s party, and a rare privilege to be a 
king’s guest. Only perverted minds could 
refuse, those who stupidly choose a, course 
that brings them loss afid embarrassment. 
Further, such an attitude of rejection de- 
velops into the most unreasonable and vio- 
lent form, even to murder. 

Rejecting the gracious invitation of the 
King of Kings to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb is the folly of all follies. It is the 
tragedy of the ages. Happy is the man who 
takes the royal ‘message at face value, and 
walks in the joy of his Lord. 
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Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 22: 1-14 


to the meeting, and with this distin- 

t Chinaman as his Par I — se 
in usher. 

he ~4 pgp istic address.—Sent 

by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 


The Personal Touch.—And constrain 
them to come in (Golden Text). I laid 
my upon the shoulder of a noble 
specimen of young manhood and a 
him if he was a Christian. I had not 
seen him to know him or to separate 
him from the crowd before that moment. 
He replied, with an evident desire to 
detain me, “No, sir, I have heard you 
preach every Sunday for seven years 
without one exception, buf I am not a 
Christian yet.” e is now “one of the 
most faithful members of -the church. 
What seven years of preaching had 
failed to do, five minutes of heart- con- 
tact and P ype relation accomplished. 
—From Dr. Cortland Myers, in the Civic 
Forum. Sent by A D.D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. (3) 


Removing the Excuse.—Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and constrain 
them to come in (Golden Text). When 
the late Dr. Somerville, of Glasgow, was 
assistant to Dr. Bonar, he had more than 
three miles to walk from his lodgings 
to Dunipace, where he enerally 
preached. He would set off early in the 
morning, and give thundering knocks on 
the cottage doors as he went along, to 
rouse the late-slumbering inmates. Then 
he would command them to come to 
church, and he would take no refusal. 
One morning he met a quarryman, 
whom, as usual, he urged to accompan 
him. “How can I come in these boots?” 
was the stolid reply. Dr. Somerville 
took off his own boots, and insisted on 
an exchange. “Now,” he said, “mine 
are good enough for you to hear in, and 
yours are good enough for me to preath 
in.” So minister and quarryman wend- 
ed their way to the house of prayer to- 
ther.—From - the Christian erald. 
ent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (4) 


How to Reach the Masses.—Go out 
into the Bighways and hedges, and ¢on- 
strain them to fom® in (Golden Text).: 
“Mr. Moody, -what™is the Way to reach 
the masses with the Gospel?” “Go for. 
them!” was'the quaint and characteristic 
answer; and it expresses the life: prin- 
= of hg or L. Moody. — From 
“Evangelistic Work,” by Arthur T. Pier- 
son, D.D, Sent by Mrs. Evan Morgan, 
Dallas, Texas. 


Hart, 





[ Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


: Renee TEACHING. — Jesus invites 
every child to come. 

Before the Lesson—How many of you 
like parties?. There are many kinds. 
Our Sunday-school plans Christmas and 
Easter parties for the children. In many 
homes there are family or birthday 
parties. Did you ever hear of a “Sur- 

rise- Party”? During this month of 

ebruary there will be Lincoln, Wash- 
ington, and Valentine parties. 
ow do people know when they are 
wanted ata party? Does everybody re- 
ceive an invitation? Sometimes little 
brothers or sisters feel disappointed if 
not invited to the same party as the older 
children. If we cannot accept an invita- 
tion, what should we do? hen Clar- 
ence couldn’t go to a party, because his 
twin sister had whooping cough, a note 
was written. 

A wedding party seems almost better 
than any other kind., Have any of you 
been invited to be ring-bearer or flower- 
girl at a wedding? It should be a happy 
time. Which part do you like best, the 
marriage with the ring, the reception, 
when everybody gives ont pee wishes, 
or the wedding feast? eddings are 
not alike in all countries. 


Lesson Story.—There is a Bible story 
about a king who made a marriage for 
his son, and sent out invitations. It 
must have been an honor to be invited 
to the marriage of a prince. When the 
time came, servants were sent to bring | 
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the guests to the wedding, but they 
not come. A second time the king 
sent servants, with this message: | have 


P red my Gnnes, Sy Aten fat sheep, 
and calves are ;_ all things are 
ready ; come to the marriage, — but they 
didn’t come. They offered excuses, 
which displeased the king. 

He would not allow his great feast 
to be wasted, so once again he said to 
his servants: The wedding is ready, but 
they who were invited were not worthy; 

now into the highways and invite 
whom you find to the marriage. 

The servants did so, and gathered 
many guests, who enjoyed the great 
feast. 

After the Story—Some people prepare 
a feast and invite only those who wil 
return the invitation. The Salvation 
Amny and Volunteers. invite those who 
have nothing to give in return, and 
make them very happy. 

There is one great invitation which 
belongs to every child in the world. 
Show the picture of Christ Blessing Lit- 
tle Children, and recall the lesson of 
January 16. Sing: 

“I wish that his hands had been placed on 
my head, 

That his arms had been thrown around me, 

And that I might have seen his kind look 

when he said, 
Let the little ones come unto me.” 


But some children have never received 
their invitation to come. Show “The 
Hope of the World,” where Jesus sits 
among children of several races, Sing: 

“There are many little children 
Who have never heard 

Of his love and tender kindness 
And his Holy Word. 


“I would tell those little children, 
If they all could hear, 
What he said to his disciples 
With the children near.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cts., postpaid.) , 


Jesus said; Suffer the little children to 
come unto me. Children were glad to 
comes and -take. part.in. the wanderful 
procession, .as. they. waved - palms - 


‘ . 


“Songs of praise we bring 


To our Saviour Kin 
Who has said, Let Tette children come.” 


Mention some special missionary work 
for children, in which you wish yours 
to be interested. Show appropriate pic- 
tures to suit chosen verses from “The 
World (Children for Jesus” (Carols), 
which mentions ‘the cunning Prppoose, 
the Esquimaux, Japanese, an frican 
children, besides “All the dear children, 
wherever they grow.” Refrain: 

“The world children for Jesus, 

Who loves them, who loves every one.” 


Expression.—To ‘each child give a 
heart-shaped card, having written’ on one 
side, Jesus says, Come unto me. In Sun- 
day-school or at home, let each child 
write an answer to the invitation. Let 
these be gathered up or brought back 
to be used as decorations for Valentine 
Sunday next week, Be sure not to for- 
get them. Note carefully the honest 
answer of each child. 


Peoria, Ix. . 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
* 1. What the King ‘provides. 

2. Whom he would have enjoy his feast. 

3. The part of the servants. 

‘4. The part of the guests. 


a pane our brief study of Matthew’s 
parables is so- recent let us confine 
to-day’s lesson entirely within this one 
of the marriage feast, pausing only to 
note that it follows immediately, in the 
course of Matthew’s argument, upon that 
most pointed: one of the vineyard (21: 
33-41), -which Jesus’ himself applied di- 
rectly to his Jewish listeners. 

Is. it not still the part of those who 
are his servants to carry the invitation 
of the King whither he would have us? 
How much more inviting we can make 
this :very invitation if we know well 











and. }.the':plan:- and wish of.the King! Let us 





sang. praises. Show last Sunday’s pic- 
ture. Perhaps they sang; 


study thenr now as our part in , this 
“earthly story with a heavenly meaning.” 


The Lesson Cartoon big This Week 


These Lesson Cartoons, copyright: by The Sunday School Times Co n 
stereopticon slides from te W. Bond Slide t joni 4 














be had in 


ma 
‘0., Inc., 610 Masonic ‘emp ie, Chicago. 
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1. First, then, let us see what the 
_has prepared for his guests. “A 
marriage feast for his son” — what 
greater honor could be conferred than 
to be bidden to share such a time of 
pure jy? The very best of-all he had 
would be called into use for such an oc- 
casion: the most beautiful part of the 
royal palace, the very best food, the very 
garments of appropriate beauty them- 
selves for the guests to wear were of 
the king’s provi ing. ~ But these outward 
signs of joy were but signs of what the 
feast stood for, the supreme joy of the 
King and his Son upon the supreme ac- 
complishment of his dearest plan. This 
was the wedding-feast these guests were 
invited to share with their host! To be 
with him, at home with him, one with 
him in his joy—this was the great 
bounty the King would share with his 
chosen guests. (1) 


2. Who were to be the favored ones? 
“Them that were bidden” plainly implies 
that certain ones had been selected, and 
notified of this selection. The oppor- 
tunity had been put squarely in their 
way, they had -—_ to accept it. Like 
those Jews of old to whom this first 
opportunity was given, are not some of 
our own American young people those 
who have only to accept what God has 
not only’so freely: offered, but of whtch 
offer they know so well? In this land 
of the open Bible, multiplied churches, 
many preachers and teachers, and Chris- 
tian homes, surely to many of our girls 
this glad invitation has come repeatedly ; 
they know they are “bidden,” and that 
they have but to accept. ’ 

Will they, like those Jews and their 
leaders, “make light of it” and go their 
ways about their own small temporary 
businesses, losing their greatest oppor- 
tunity? Some of these first losers ac- 
tually mistreated the messengers of the 
King, evidently angered at being urged 
to aceept. Even that is true to-day, nor 
is it always in “darkest Africa” or far- :' 
away China that this shameful treatment 
occurs. Are our youtig people always 
thoughtful in their attitude towards true 
Gospel messengers? They can make the 
delivery of such a message a bitter or 
a joyful task by theit treatment of the 
messenger, (2) 

3. The part of the servants is simply 
one of obedience. The King gave each 
time clear, unmistakable directions; 
theirs. was but to obey. . Perhaps they 
found more joy in going out “into the 
partings of the highways” than they did 
in seeking the more exclusive homes of 
the “bidden” ones who. proved so un- 
worthy. What a delight it is to note 
that the King says “as many as ye find, 
bid,” “both good and bad,” that there is 
no limit to his invitation. “We make his 
love too narrow by false limits of our 
own”; he says, “whosoever will, let him 
come.” We limit our acceptance to his 
unlimited invitation. Remember those 
servants shared in the joy of that feast, 
they were there, serving, and happy in 
serving, their King. And they had the 
added happiness of seeing others there 
by their invitation. Is such happiness go- 
ing to be yours? (3) 

4. Look last at that wuhapoy man who 
refused to accept all the King’s bounty, 
the man who refused to wear the wed- 
ding garment. He would be there but 
in the way of his own choosing; he 
would comply in part with the King’s 
wish and plan, thinking, perhaps, that 
he did not need that garment, that his 
own were sufficient for the occasion. 
To realize the awfulness of his mistake 
is but to note what his conduct re- 
ceived from the King. Whole-hearted 
acceptance of all God’s will and way, of 
his whole plan for our salvation, the 
robe of Christ’s righteousness, not some- 
thing of our own providing, insures our 
share in the marriage feast of his Son. 

J 


4 


Home Study 
Is there some one to whom you can 
take his invitation this week? 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


That useful little all-the-year-round 
aid, the 1921 International Uniform Les- 
son leaflet, may be had from The Sun- 
day- School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents a copy. 
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A invites us to a great feast to-day? Who 


PP tm 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Mind Pictures. 
Discussion: What is a feast prepared 
for: to come to, or to run from? Who 


are the messengers? What else are 
messengers? What excuses are made 
for not accepting to-day? 

Objective: To challenge your boys 
with to-day’s wonderful invitation to the 
service and the feasts of the King. 











AY, fellows, a man raised a glass 
of water to his mouth to take a 
drink; some one passing struck his el- 
bow, and—! Now an re | thing 
has happened: each one of you fellows 
got a picture, complete in all details, 
to a climax, Yet there was no real 
picture; it was all in your imagination, 
spurred by twenty-one simple words. 
And it was a moving picture, too, and it 
went away past the word-spurs, because 
ou painted the balance of it yourselves 
ike a flash. You saw the glass fall 
and smash on the floor, and you saw the 
water spatter the man’s feet and trousers 
—then some of you saw him jump back 
and*look up quick and kind of mad like 
at the person passing, and maybe say a 
bad word. . 

Well, .that’s a wonderful machine 
you've got there, fellows; anything that 
can make a moving picture out of a 
thin line of material like that —a rea 
for-the-momenrt interesting picture, wit 
all the finishing touches—-has a most 
valuable and useful outfit. Now Jesus 
knew his hearers had outfits of that 
wonderful kind, so in speaking to them 
he helped them draw pictures which 
would enable them to see some very in- 
teresting and startling things — things 
which they needed to know worse than 
a. dying man needs a doctor. 

Most of the pictures which he drew 
in this way were to show what the 
kingdom of heaven is like. Men, in 
those days, just as nowadays, were 
walking around bumping right up against 
the kingdom of heaven without know- 
ing it. So Jesus drew rictures to help 
them see this wonderful kingdom, in 
order that they might ‘not only become 
glad citizens of it but also to escape 
an awful fate. 

The picture to-day is of a great and 
rich king who was also both good and 
generous, making a marriage feast for 
his son and inviting a large number of 
guests. 

Now, fellows, use your fine imagina~ 
tion again. You saw the king’s surprise 
when the first servants reported; you 
saw him knit his brows (like this) and 
stand silently thinking a moment be- 
fore deciding to send a second word; 
but can you imagine his astonishment 
a little later, when two of that second 


squad came running in, all breathless, 


and told him that though they fully 
explained the magnificence of the wed- 
ding supper, some turned upon their 
hen with a flimsy excuse, others rudely 


laughed outright in the messengers’, 


faces, and—oh, the horror of it!— 
still others actually stoned and -beat 
some of the messengers to death!— 
and their bodies were even at that mo- 
ment lying in the street, being licked by 
dogs. 

I say, can you see the king now? 
I think you can, for you have heard 
what he did. Yes, his servants went 
out again to those same people, but 
this time with swords and spears and 
fire, a terrible army of them, marching 
to the dread drum-beat of judgment, 
“and destroyed those murderers and 
burned up their city.” 

Yes, fellows, I know what you are 
saying. You are saying, “Well, I don’t 
see how anybody could be. as big a fool 


las that!” And yet, do you know that 


people are just as foolish to-day? Jesus 
told that parable to help us, too. The 
kingdom of heaven is just.as close to 
you and to me; the greatest King of 
all—that’s Jesus —is inviting boys and 
men.to come in to the feast of useful- 
ness and happiness and joy of an out- 
and-out Christian life, a feast which he 
has himself prepared, and some are 
turning their backs upon his call, un- 
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for it that they will have the time of 
their lives, which will. grow. sweeter and 
finer and better as the days go by, and 
never, never end! 

I tell you, fellows, there’s nobody who 
can make a feast like Jesus; things taste 
even a lot better than they look.on .the 
card, for he always gives.more than 
he promises. Don’t you make the mis- 
take of turning down ‘his invitation. It 
would be a tragedy. Let's answer his 
gracious call to-day like this: 

“I'll go where you want me to go, dear Lord, 

Over mountain or plain or sea; 

I'll say what you want me to say, dear 


r ’ 
I'll be what you want me to be.” 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





February 13. Thy Kingdom Come. II. In My 
Home. Keate. 6:7-15. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 

February 20. New Work Our Committees 
May Do. Rev. 3: 7-13. 

February 27, How Can We Make Our Lives* 
Useful? Eph. 6: 5-8. 

March 6. Thy Kingdom Come. III. In My 
Church. Matt. 6:7-15. (Consecration 
meetjng.) P 


_— 


Sunday, February 6 


A Surrendered and Victorious Life 
(Col. 2: 1-7) 
(Decision Day) 


Mon.—A Challenge to the Will (Josh. 24: 
14-21). Pure victory in the Christian life 
is never self-endeavor. This victory in 
Joshua describes perfectly our Christian 
victory in type. The Children of Israel 
entered a land which they did not buy, 
for which they did not labor. They. be- 
came possessors of cities which they did 
not build, and vineyards and olive-yards 
which they did not plant. All this became 
theirs because of the goodness, of God. Our 
victory’ in Christ is not through our strug- 
gle but through his work for us. Oh, let 
us dare to trust. 


Tues.—Yielded to God (Rom. 6: 12-18). God 
says, “Let not sin reign.” Notice this 
word “let.” You cannot so resist sin by any 
personal compact that it will not reign; 
and if it does reig# it is only because you 
let it reign. There is victory over sin. 
Jesus Christ is the Victor, and trusting 
him encourages victory over that which 
he has mastered. Therefore the expression 
is “Let not sin reign.” You do not have 
to allow it to reign, but can decide as to 
whether or not it shall continue. 


Wed.—The Life Victorious (Rom. 8 : 1-4), All 
the work of Jesus Christ-on the cross and 
out of the tomb, his coming into this life 


righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not ‘after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. : 

Thurs.—World-Conquerors (1 John 5: 1-5). 
What do you believe? It will determine 
your victory if you really believe that Jesus 
is the Son of God. You have access to 
all his power; which has beforehand been 
wouchsafed to you. Faith in him is our 
victory, and he, our Victor, overcomes the 
world. 

Fri.—Victorious Preaching (Acts 2 : 37-42). 
Victorious preaching always accompanies 
the arraying of Gospel facts. Biblical 
truths, in the force and fulness of the Holy 
Spirit, accompanied by deep conviction on 
the part of the preacher, convey a peculiar 
feeling to the heart and conscience of many. 
This feeling is not emotion, but the sense 
produced in hearts by the force of facts, 
great facts, eternal facts, God-sent facts, 
and God impressed, facts. 

Sat.—Victorious Living (1 Thess. 2: 1-12). 
Gentle, affectionate, sincere,— these three 
qualities stand out beautifully in the life 
which Paul lived by a pure and indwelling 
Christ. This is a victorious life and glori- 
fied not Paul, but the Christ who lived 
within him. 


VICTORIOUS life must be perfectly 
identified with a victorious Christ. 





| There must be no striving to pattern 
|or it will be like a parrot that speaks 
human words from practise, or like his 
trick of picking up a feather from the 
bottom of the cage and placing it on his 
back. 

The world has had enough of Chris- 
tian platitudes and Christian profession ; 
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willing to take the King’s-ewn word 


and ascending into Glory wes for one great | 
purpose. Here is the purpose; that the | 





it-is. struggling to see Christ revealed in 
the. human. heart. When he is thus re- 
vealed and self not concealed, but cru- 
cified, ‘it is real victory, which carries 
power with it. ‘This hfe of victory is 
Christ without self. 
Our word “sincerity” has a very pecu- 
liar history. Its lineage from one source 
is this, that. in olden times - their 
wonderful granite columns were con- 
tracted for and-set in their place. - Many 
a-time, after the column had been cut 
and conveyed to its destination it was 
found that some chunk had been chipped 
from it by accident. Rather than lay 
the column aside, which would. have 
been the honest procedure, the con- 
tractors invented wax to. fill into the 
niche. For a time it looked like granite, 
but after.the building had. been com- 
leted and had stood for some time jt 
ecame apparent that wax had been u 
in the column construction. So preva- 
alent was this.practise that finally con- 
tracts for. buildings were written to in- 
clude the word. “sine,’?’ which means 
“without,” and “cera,” which means 
‘wax.’ Thus we have our. word “sin- 
¢erity.” Victory is Christ in sincerity, 
without substitutes, without human weak- 
ness and human pride and -pretense — 
Christ in real truth himself revealed. 
The ‘real meaning -of consecration, 
then, would not be turning over some- 
thing to Christ, but turning out some- 
thing and jetting Christ in; not resolv- 
ing, but a real internal revolution which 
says forever no to the life of self, and 
gives glad, glowing consent to the life 
which is Christ himself. 


Why does the will often refuse to sur- 
render ?—The will has its roots in the 
self-life; it is the handle to the door of 
our personality; it is the last of every- 
thing that is real to us, but goes down 
before the claims of Christ. hen this 
last door of the self-life is broken 
through, we realize that this has occurred 
and Christ takes his rightful place upon 
the throne of our hearts, 


Over what do we through Christ ob-. 


tain victory?—It is not so much over 
“what”: as over “whom.” © It:is over the 
“whom” of self that Christ becomes vic- 
torious, and then the old “whats” which 
have been done by self, cease to be, and 
a new set of whats and things and acts 
and endeavors, instigated by Christ him- 
self, make up our lite. 


Why should we decide to make Christ 
King?—Could one believe that he is 
King and not let him in? It is only a 
low estimate of Christ which keeps him 
out. If we really believe he is King we 
will crown him' and let him come in to 
live his own life. 


Moopy CHurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commiesion Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to p 1 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God’s fees and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


Praying Four Hougs Daily 


a* ETURNED missionary whose 
prayer list contains over two thou- 
sand names, and who spends over four 
hours daily in intercession, one hour 
of which is spent for India alone, a mis- 
sionary who joined The Sunday School 
Times family because of the constant 
emphasis put upon revival, sends the fol- 
lowing helpful thoughts for this depart- 
ment: “God’s to-morrow of “wonders 
awaits our to-day of sanctification.” (See 
Josh. 3:5.) “Upon us rests the respon- 
sibility of fixing the time of. God’s dis- 
play of power, for there is no delay with 
him beyond that which we ourselves oc- 
casion” (J. Gregory Mantle). “The 
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more I pray to be used, the more he 
ds me into intercession.” Does he 
thus lead you? 


January 31 to February 6 
Mon.—Matthew 22: 1-14. 


The Marriage Feast. - 


The kingdom of heaven during the 
present age comprises the entire sphere 
of Christian Siosslen: the kingdom of 
God on earth, the sphere of 
possession. Both called and 


ristian 
chosen com- 


prise the former, but only the chosen ~ 


the latter, which man, can enter only 
by the new birth. (See Scofield.) 

Prayer Swecestions: Is your pastor 
on your daily prayer list? For how 
many’ persons or movements do you plead 
with God daily? Pray that God may 
ce his burden of intercession on your 
eart. 


Tues.—Matthew 28 : 16-20, 
The Missionary Message. 

To the umnregenerated, Christ says 
Come; to the regenerated, Go. To the 
former, Look on me (John 1:29); to 
the latter, Look on the fields (John 4: 
35). (1) Look; (2) Pray; (3) Go; 
(4) Make disciples among all nations; 
(5) Teach them to be obedient. Grace 
is not lawlessness. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray the prayer 
indicated in Luke 10:2. Pray that the 
Student Volunteer Movement may be 
enduecd anew with spiritual power. Pray 
for the Founders’ Week Exercises in the 
Moody Bible Institute this week. 


Wed.—Matthew 10 : 1-10. 
Jesus Chooses his Missionaries, 

Note the definiteness: Jesus “called” 
(v. 1); his “twelve disciples” (none 
others) (v. 1); he empowered (v. 1); 
told them where not to go (v. 5); told 
them. to whom to go (v. 6); gave them 
their exact message (v. 7) ; defined their 
duties (vs. 1, 8). He is just as definite 
to-day. : 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
China Inland Mission, the South Chine 
Boat'Mission, the Ceylon and India Gen- 
eral Mission, the Evangelical Union of 
South America, the Inland South Amer- 
ica Missionary Union: Pray by name 
for every missionary board which God 
puts upon your heart. 


) Thurs.—Matthew 16 : 16-23. 


Jesus Instructs his Missionaries. 


Jesus’ definiteness continues. Count 
the instructions. Note too the warnings; 
also the words of,comfort in verse 20: 
“Not that speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father.” Compare with Exodus 
4:12. What cause for rejoicing! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that every 
missionary abroad and every pastor at 
home may speak of the word of God 
with wisdom and love and boldness. Pray 
for the unction of the Spirit upon every 
ministering servant of God. 


Fri—Acts 13 : 1-7. 
A Church Sends cut Missionaries. 
This church had “prophets and teach- 
ers” —not every church has,—and “as 
they ministered to the Lord, and fasted,” 
the Holy Spirit called. Ah, here is the 
secret. No other kind of a church sends 
forth missionaries chosen and equipped 
by the Holy Spirit. Study verse 3. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for 
churches to be Banas ge according te 
the apostolic or 
ment, in the ministry of the Word, in 
unceasing prayer, in evangelistic zeal, in 
all good work’, in ithe loving but firm 
discipline of the members. 


Sat.—Isaiah 55 : 1-13. 
An Old Missionary Call. 
Isaiah’s prophecy is aften called the 
Gospel of the Old Tgstament; and much 
of chapter 55, although spoken primarily 
to Israel, is God’s invitation to the un- 
regenerate everywhere, both Jews and 
Gentiles. Who that ever heard dear old 
“Dad” Jacoby (Dr. Torrey’s former 
evangelistic associate) can doubt the le- 
gitimate Gospel use of Isaiah 55:6, 7? 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray for every 
suffering, every bereaved, every per- 
plexed child of God. Pray for the ne- 
glected in bedy or soul, and put your 
prayers in practise to-day. ray for 
your neighbors by‘name. BE DEFINITE. 
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Lesson for F 
Matthew 22:1-%4 


Sun.—Isaiah 61:10 to 62:5. 
Missionary Zeal. 
Israel’s predicted restoration is the oc- 
casion of her joy. Couple 61:10 and 
62:1 with 62:6, 7. The command to 
persevering prayer for a Specific object 
as here) is God’s pledge to its certain 
ulfilment. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
famine-stricken, the pestilence-stricken, 
the gy age agg cee portions of the 
earth. Pray for China's suffering mil- 
lions. Pray for the unemployed and des- 
titute of owr own land. Pray for Israel's 
restoration, 
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The Pachyderm Twins 
' By Gertrude Robinson 


HE day Samson and Goliath ran 

away into the jungle they were a 
year old. They each weighed three hun- 
dred pounds, and felt quite grown-up. 
Their mother, Mrs. Elephas Sumatranus 
Pachyderm, saw them go. Her every- 
day name was Mrs. Indian Elephant, 
but she liked to be called by her real 
mame once in a while. It made her 
feel that she belonged to a good fam- 


ily. 
~ Mrs. Elephas S. Pachyderm was nearly 


. 





seventy years old. That is a little past 
middle*age for her family. Perhaps that 
is why she took such good care of her 
twins and never let them out of her 
sight. But to-day Old Man Rogue Ele- 
pant was safely out of the way. He 
ad gone to root up a sugar-cane plan- 
tation some foolish men had _ started 
way down the river. Mrs. Striped Tiger 
was laid up with a broken leg. So 
there was nobody in the jungle to harm 
the little elephants. 

Mrs. §. Pachyderm settled herself 
for another nap in the nice soft mud 
of the reedy river bed. She was in 
mud and water up to her shoulders, 
and felt very comfortable. She took 
the water treatment every day to keep 
her big muscles limber. 

Mother Pachyderm was half. happing, 
but she kept her big fan-shaped ears 
flopping all the time to hear if her two 
babies were in any trouble. Three- 
hundred-pound babies seemed dreadfully 
small to four-ton Mother Pachyderm. 
There was only one thing she envied 
her relatives of the Elephas Africanus 
family, and, that was their enormous 
ears. Her ‘own were nice and large, 
but not much compared with the um- 
brella variety her African relatives wore. 
Still perhaps it didn’t matter so much 
after all, for everybody knew that the 
branch of the family that lived in 
Sumatra was much more intelligent than 
the African branch, 

All .of' a sudden Mother Pachyderm 
woke up. With a splash she rose like 
a dripping brown bundle of wrinkles 
from the water. She switched her five- 
foot-long trunk, trumpeting. 

Yet Mother Pachyderm hadn’t heard 
a thing except Goliath and Samson root- 
ing up bamboo in the thicket. 

But she had smelled something. 

She smelled the horrid smell of men, 
and that of a strange elephant. 

Mother Pachyderm was wise, even for 
an old Indian elephant. She knew what 
that smell meant. 

You might think four tons too heavy 
to go fast through the tangled jungle. 
But Mother Pachyderm knew she must 
go fast if she ever wanted to have her 
twins safe home with her agaih. She 
followed at a swinging gallop the trail 
left by them. She rocked like a great 
brown heaving ship and trampled the 
small trees underfoot. It was a plain 
trail Samson and Goliath had marked. 
Great splashy tracks they made, for 
even baby elephants have big feet. When 
they were grown their feet would be 
so big round they would measure half 
their height to their shoulder. 

But if there had been no tracks Mrs. 
Pachyderm would have known where 
to go to find the runaways, for they 
had always been wild to get into the 
bamboo thicket at the farther end of 
the jungle path. 


In a few minutes Mrs. Pachyderm 
ot where she could see Samson and 

oliath. They were not éating bamboo 
“shoots. 

They were snuggling up to a strange 
elephant. 

Mrs, Pachyderm presently remembered 
her by her smell. It was Molly Run- 
away. 

Molly Runaway had lived near by in 
the jungle when she was young. She 
had been caught and taken away by 
those dreadful creatures called hunters. 
Once in a while she came back, and 
every time some young elephant disap- 
peared with her. There was always that 
smell of human beings around when 
she came. ‘Mother Pachyderm under- 
stood what it all meant. The men had 
trained the foolish Molly to tease young 
elephants away from home. 

Mother Pachyderm was angrier than 
Lever. Her little eyes glinted like flam- 
ing stones in her big face, and she 
snorted and trumpeted like a whole 
brass band. ee Molly Runaway think 
to steal her babies so easily! Besides, 
it made Mother Pachyderm furious to 
see her babies snuggling up to Molly. 

She didn’t see the men anywhere, 
but she knew they were hiding near. 
Suddenly Mother Pachyderm remem- 
bered something. Men could hurt, if 
they: were not near. They had guns. 
She wasn’t afraid for herself. She 
wore her hide very thick and tough, 
That was why she had the name Pachy- 
derm, which means thick-skinned. But 
the men might hit Samson and Goliath 
if they fired at her, and the little ele- 
phants were more tender skinned than 
she. Mother Pachyderm stopped short. 
She couldn’t charge Molly Runaway 
while the babies were near. She wanted 
to, of course. But Mother Pachyderm 
was. as shrewd as she was brave. 

Back in the shade of the thicket 
Mother Pachyderm called to her two 
babies. 

In elephant language she said: “Come 
right here. That bad elephant will steal 
you.” 

Samson and Goliath heard her. So 
did, Molly Runaway. 

Molly Runaway started off toward the 
open ground, calling softly over her 
light brown shoulder to the two little 
elephants. 

Back in the thicket Mother Pachy- 
derm kept on trumpeting. 

9 me? Quick! Molly will steal you! 
Molly will steal you!” 

The twins stood, ears flaring, trunks 
‘a-quiver. They loved their mother, but 
they also loved something Molly Run- 
away had given them. This was some- 
thing hunters had trained treacherous 

lly to carry in her trunk and give 
to little baby elephants to get them to 
follow her. 

Samson and Goliath were still smack- 
ing eager lips over it. It was the best 
tasting stuff they had ever had, —like 
sugar cane, only all sweet. It crunched 
in their teeth. Molly had coaxed them 
to her and had put a lump of it in each 
little nimble trunk. They hadn’t been 
afraid of her, for she talked to them 
just as their mother did. 

“Quick! Quick! Come this minute!” 
roared Mother Pachyderm again. 

“Come on! Come on! I'll give you 
some more!” wheedled Molly Runaway. 

Not another second of it could Mother 
Pachyderm endure. The two babies 
couldn't tell which way to go. There 
was- only one thing for a brave mother 
to do. If she went near the waver- 
ing babies the men, hiding with guns 
‘that spit fire and smoke, might fire at 
her and hit the little elephants. If she 
charged around the outside of the thicket 
after Molly Runaway the men might 
shoot, too, but-that would give the twin 
elephants a chance to get to the river. 
Unless Old Man Rogue Elephant got 
back too soon, before she was through 
punishing Molly Runaway, Samson and 
Goliath would be safe. 

How she wished the hunters would 
get Old Man Rogue Elephant! The 
whole herd hated him. The hunters 
ought to want him, for he had great 
perfect tusks, ten feet long. She had 
heard that tusks were what men wanted 
big elephants for. What they did with 








little elephants she had heard, too. They 
shut the babies up in pens for people to 
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come to look at them. She would rather 
have her babies die than live that way. 

All this was erg Fert - the active 
little brain back of Mother Pachyderm’s 
big winking ears while she charged 
Molly Runaway. 

Every step of the way she was trum- 
peting to the twins, . 

“To the river! To the river!” 

Out in the open ground Molly Run- 
away heard Mother Pachyderm tearing 
down on her. Molly turned. and ran, 
but Mother Pachyderm caught up with 
her. Molly wasn’t as strong as a wild 
elephant. Years of éver-feeding and be- 
ing cared for by the men who had 
taught her to decoy young elephants 
had weakened her. She wasn’t as 
shrewd as Mrs. Pachyderm, either, If 
Mrs, Pachyderm hadn’t met with an ac- 
cident that broke off one of her tusks 
half way Molly wouldn’t have had any 
chance at all. 

Besides, Mrs, Pachyderm had heard 
Samson and Goliath go splashing safely 
away in the river. She had nothing to 
worry over but how to beat the traitor 
Molly. Like a dozen elephants Mrs, 
Pachyderm trumpeted and shrieked, and 
dove, tusk foremost, into Molly Run- 
away’s soft, over-fed sides. She tram- 
pled and snorted. But Molly Runaway 
was angry, too, and had two good tusks 
to use. 

The two elephants both stood their 
ground, like two wrinkled, angry, brown 
rocks, They would have fought till 
the hunters, stealing up, could get:a 
chance to shoot Mrs, Pachyderm with- 
out hitting Molly. 

Only something happened. 

What do you suppose it was? 

Something came ramping down the 
jungle, hunting excitement and a fight. 

It was Old Man Rogue Elephant. He 
didn’t care much what he fought, so 
long as he fought. Perhaps he wasn’t 
so bad, either. Perhaps he understood 
that Mother Pachyderm was fighting for 
her two babies, wallowing up to their 
trunks out in the river. At any rate 
he came roaring down like a great 
thunder cloud, shaking the jungle with 
his mighty gallop. 

He went straight for Molly Runaway. 

Molly ran, Old Man Rogue Elephant 
bellowing after her. Mrs. Pachyderm 
ran, too. But she ran for the river, 

Out to meet her came the twins, She 
felt them all over with her trunk to 
find if they were hurt. 

Samson and Goliath whimpered and 
shook, 

“Oh, mother,” they promised, “we'll 
never go near Molly Runaway again.” 
Mother Pachyderm laughed. She fairly 
gurgled through her trunk, which served 
so many other uses. “You'll never get 
the chance,” she chuckled. “Old Man 
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Rogue Elephant is giving her the scare 
of her life. She'll never come back 
here to get young elephants away from 
their mothers. The men have gone, too, 
I can’t smell them any more.” 

Then Mrs. Pachyderm, one of the 
twins on either side of her, waddled 
out into the river and all three lay 
down in the nice soft mud to take a 
nap. _When Old Man Rogue Elephant 
came back from chasing traitor Molly, 
all he could see of them was the tips 
of three trunks sticking out of the reeds 
and water. He grinned, for he had 
run off his bad temper, and waded 
out into the river to take a cool bath 
himself. 
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Blooms in 8 to 4 months. 


JA tR1S, new hybrids of all colors, Magnificent, 

DIENER TOMATO. to weigh 8 lbs. As smooth 
and beantiful as an ap Most startling new vegetable. 

all for 20 ots. 
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ants and new berries. } LM tad the adioli, 
Banlins’ Cannas, Irises. . Perennials, Shrubs, 
Vines, ete. All strains—many sterling novelties. 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Inc. Floral Park, N. 
Dr. Smellie’s 
Best Books 


May now be obtained direct from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 103K 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. This is 
in response to the urgent request of 
many readers. 


Out of the Desert, a Gift, $1.25 
The Well by the Way, $1.25 


Service and Inspiration, $1.25 
Books of counsel and company for the 
Sabbath evening. Special price for 

the set of three books, $3.25. 


In the Hour of Silence, $1.25 


A book of daily meditations for the 
entire year. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 


N. B.—Some of these books were delayed in 
shipment from England, but there is now on hand 
a full supply of all titles. 




















For the Study 


difficulty but explaining everyt 
explaining. 
Cloth, $2.50 net. 


By JOHN A, BROADUS, D.D., LL.D. 
(Vot. lof The American Commentary on the New Testament.) 
This work comes perhaps nearer the ideal than any other commentary 
It is not embarrassed with ostentatious, useless, or fastidious learning. ‘The type of scholarship em- 
pigged on it has been excellent, both from the scholarly and religious point of view. 


¢ exposition advances steadily, from beginning to end, never skipping a hard place nor dodging a 
& Ring that the on mn ‘of the present day furnishes the means of 


THE JUDSON PRESS, 1701 Chestnut Street, 
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Send for our new General Catalog. 
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The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 





In Charming Book Form }] 
$1.00, postpaid. 


oOe 








Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Times Co. 
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A most welcome gift for any boy 
or girl. 































Z ot << * oa 
Pe ele oe a5 agen 5 ge - “jose ere 
oA . area See sa 





“THE BEST BOOK 


Sor private devotions and family worship !” 


Daily Terts 


189th Annual Edition.“ Inter-denominational.”” 
Dait Texts has been most highly commended 
by brotian workers of ali denominations. 





Just the book for Sunday School, Christian En- 
déavor and all ether Christian workers. 


@ Paper, 50 cents. postpaid; Cloth, 75 ts, 
postpaid, Special rates in quantity to urch 
organizations. Address 


The Rev. CHAS. D. KREIDER,Nazareth,Pa. 


ise 
S.S. Lessons 


3 months on Matthew 

3 months on Social Teach- 
ings of the Bible 

6 months on Paul 


Are You Prepared? 


Plan to have your class inter- 
ested all year by getting the com- 

rehensive view now. It pays! 
We have ready the complete list 
of International Uniform Les- 
sons, with topics, Golden Texts 
in full, references to memory 
verses, and additional material 
for the various grades—just what 

you need. 


! 10 cents each, or $1 a dozen, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 

















Every teacher in the school 
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A Bible School’s Opportunity 
|X FOUR years the Philadelphia School 

of the Bible, at 1721-23 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, of which Dr. C. I. 
Scofield is president, and W. L. Pettingill 
dean, has sent thirteen students into 
mission fields, nine of them to Central 
America, and one each into South Amer- 
ica, Egypt, and Central and South 
Africa. 

There are now seventy students in the 
day school, and two hundred in the eve- 
ning school, and not only are they being 
instructed in the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith, but they are giving evi- 
dence, in their fruitbearing, that they are 
workmen who need not to be ashamed. 
During the last term of twelve weeks a 
group of twenty-eight students held 
eleven evangelistic services, thirteen de- 
votional meetings, and twenty-six Bible- 
teaching meetings. The group made fif- 
ty-two visits to hospitals and homes, 

ealt personally with fifty-nine persons 
about the salvation of their souls, and 
had the joy of eating seventy-eight indi- 
viduals to confess Christ. This was the 
work of only one group. 

It is little wonder that the quarters 
that have been occupied for some time 
at 1721-23 Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia, have become too small properly 
to accommodate the institution. As 
they have been praying about this mat- 
ter, a group ms school buildings have 
been thrown on the market at far less 
than their actual value, not very far 
away from the school, on the same 
street. It is the property that was lately 
occupied by the Russian Bible Institute, 
the work carried on by Pastor William 
Fetler, but who-has. lately taken his 


‘| stadents to Russia, to help to evangelize 


his native country, where he was bless- 
edly used before coming to this country. 

ne of the most pressing needs of 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible is a 
proper auditorium. Speakers who ad- 
dress large groups now have to stand in 





the doorway of two adjeining reems and 
awkwardly attempt te. epeak inte beth 
rooms. n, too, it is impessible te ac- 
commodate in the dormiteries the stu- 
dents who are ing admittance. 
property desired would furnish a splen- 
did auditorium and a dining-room, and 
make it possible to put in a central heat- 
ing plant. It would also furnish an ad- 
ministration building for the offices and 

kstore, for the iladelphia School 
of the Bible some time ago took over the 
publishing work of C. k, and is 
doing a blessed work through its circu- 
lation of safe and sound Bible study and 
inspirational books. 

his property can be purchased for 
about $50,000, two-thirds of its value, if 
bought at once. An appeal is being 
made to those of God’s stewards who 
would like to have a share in such a 


z 


-work. The appeal is made by Mr. J. D. 


Adams, the general secretary of the 
school, and also the general secretary 
of the World Conference on Christian 
Fundamentals, and manager of the two 
wonderful Bible Conferences of this 
movement held in Philadelphia in 1918 
and 1919. Gifts should be sent to him 
at the address given in the first para- 
graph. e 


Handy Through-the-Year Helps 


O SUNDAY-SCHOOL | teacher 

should be without the useful book- 
let containing full information and ref- 
erences for the 1921 Sunday-school les- 
sons. The year’s course, with its three 
months on Matthew, three months on 
the social teachings of the Bible, and 
six months on Paul, is a rich one. 
comprehensive bird’s-eye view is fur- 
nished by this booklet, which contains 
the complete list of International Uni- 
form Lessons, with topics, Golden Texts 
in full, reference to memory verses, and 
additional material for the various 

(Continued on the next page) 
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[ The Convention Commended and Criticized 










Che Sanday School Gimts 


Philadelphia, January 22, 1921 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers. in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

5 separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure te state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
fer the change to be made. \ 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $2, and so cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Downie 
can also supply the other publications of The 
Sunday School Times Company. 


Enough copies ef any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upor application. 


The Sunday Scheol Times Ce., Publishers, 
1632 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





able [from beginning to end he heard only 
one single brief clause, in an otherwise most 
excellent address by a thoroughly evangel- 
ical speaker, to which he had to take -ex- 
ception —it was just a question of defini- 
tions). I am confident that this conven- 
tion with its strong array of powerful wit- 
nesses for the old Book and for the old 
views of the Saviour and his salvation. must 
bear fruit in this land. Personally, we feel 
fully repaid for the heavy expense in send- 
ing all our theological students all the way 
from southern Kyushu to Tokyo.” 


“The total impact of this convention upon 
Japan is good and only good. There can 
be no doubt but that we are at the begin- 
ning of a great forward movement in Sun- 
day-school work in this country.” —Joint 
statement of Dr. Kozaki and Dr. Ukai, mem- 
bers of the World’s Executive Committee. 


“Certainly there was no lack of spiritual 
power in the addresses of persons on the 
program like Bishop Welch and Miss Slat- 
tery. Altogether it was a memorable event 
in the history of Christianity in modern 
Japan.”—S. H. Wainwright, D.D., Tokyo (M. 
E. South Mission). 


“This convention will make Sunday-school 
work in Japan easier to carry on than it 
has ever been before. The recognition given 
to the Sunday-school on all sides has made 
it impossible for any Japanese to consistently 
object to Sunday-school work or Christian 
work in any particular. It is the greatest 
thing that has ever happened to Japan in 
a Christian way.”—Horace E. Coleman, Edu- 
cational Secretary for Japan, representing the 
World’s Sunday School Association. 


From W. E. Chalmers, D.D., Secretary for 
Religious Education of the American Bap- 
tist Publication Society: “If I had any doubts 
of the wisdom of meeting the courtesies of 
official Japan and Buddhist leaders in a spirit 
of appreciation during my stay at Tokyo, 
all those doubts were dispelled by what I 
found during my subsequent days in Japan. 
Everywhere doors were thrown open to our 
message, and we had an opportunity of ex- 
plaining the purpose of the convention and 
the meanings of Christianity which could 
not otherwise have been obtained. In no 
case were “we placed in an embarrassing 
situation, so that it was not possible “to 
make explicit and sharply defined our con- 
viction of the pre-eminence of Jésus Christ 
and his only salvation.” 





the godhead of Caesar: not even by a mute 
gesture at the altar would the .Christians 
consent to worship the Emperor though their 
lives were at stake in the matter.’ 

“For one so lax in his views and so chary 
of recognizing any distinctive power in Chris- 
tianity, this recognition ef the early Chris- 
tian is in marked contrast to the recent con- 
vention in Tokyo.” 


Dr. Frank W. Lange, for fifteen years ‘in 
the organized Sunday-school work in state 
or county, and now with the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible: “Since reading the 
editorial and Tokyo Convention report in 
The Sunday School Times, I have not ceased 
to thank God that he has enabled -you and 
your associates to come out boldly with the 
facts in the matter and what they do and 
must mean. 

“Without a doubt a storm of criticism and 
dissent will meet your efforts to be true to 
our Lord Jesus Christ. But I do believe 
that from all over the earth there will come 
to you .words of encouragement and hearty 
accord. 

“But. besides doing what little I can to 
hold up your hands in this fight, I want 
with sll my heart to be counted in with you 
in your protest. I had fifteen years of happy 
service in the Sunday School Association, and 
so my heart is the more heavy because the 
leaders have so signally failed in vigilance 
at least.” 


From Joel Anderson, Seattle, Wash.: “Hav- 
ing labored in the Island Empire for about 
twenty years I am quite familiar with con- 
diticns prevailing there, and therefore it is 
with not a little interest I read The Sun- 
day School Times articles about the Werid’s 
Sunday School Convention in Tokyo, and I 


greatly appreciate and endorse the stand you |, 


take.” , 

From Charles T. Jamieson, Wellington, 
Ohio: “Your comments upon the Tokyo Con- 
vention have stirred me deeply. And yet, is 
is not all of a piece with what the churches 
are doinz here at home in their effort to be- 
come popular with the world?” 


To keep the boys wholesomely busy 
you should get Charles Mcilvaine’s “Out- 
doors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney,” 
published by The Sunday School Times 
Campany for $1. 





St. Valentine 
Novelties 


You can't have a really 
ithout Denntson’e 





Sample Services.of Songs and Recitations 
to Ministers, Superintendents, and Commit- 


ees. 
Returnable Samples of Choir Cantatas 
and Anthems. ~ 
The Garden of J hh, new song story by 
Adam Geibel. 25 cents. 
Helper No. 7 (not sent fer examina- 
tion), 15 cents in stamps. 


HALL-MACK CO. ) 21st and Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL CO.j Philadelphia, Pa. 


])ISCRIMINAT 


New Easter Music 


The hundreds of thousands of users of our mar- 
veleusly popular publications will need only the 
invitation to send for samples of our new services 
* Jesus I Love Thee,” and “ Easter Joy,” 
also Song Stories, Children’s Songs, Choir Canta- 
tas, Octave Ant! Solos, 

Ask for a free copy of Mr. Lowden’s “‘ The Ideal 
Sunday School Music and Hew It is Attained. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 
18th la. 























and 
t If you want that spirit to 
church and 
E mroane Sasa ts 
music from 
o For 


Victory =coieastennet 
ct 3 : e” 
t Jy Story Cantata, “Story and 


Meneybackifyouwantt §4=©—- Song,,”’ etc. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 225 W. 36th St.. New Yotk 











—— 


Free to Any Minister 


To any Minister or Sunday School, Superinten- 
dent who will write us that he will agree to preach 
a sermon on TITHING, we will furnish free on 
request sufficient of a tithing ¢ en- 
titled, “ Ged’s Loving Meney Rule,” to supply a 
copy te each family in his congregation, postage 
prepaid. State how many needed. 
TITHER,Room 700 Citizens Nat. Bk. Bidg., 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 

















S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 


is only $1.00 for a whole year — LESS THAN 

Don’t sleek! 5 arion arrance sey: fy 

is no cther I like as well.’’ Sam C0; ree. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. "7 alessea 
a" — 











How to Have 
Good Success 
in 1921 


Join the Bible Success Band, and learn a 


verse of Scripture daily; live it out, and 
God’s Word prpmises that ** Good x 
will be yours. The BIBLE SUCC BAND 


is a movement for learning a verse of Scri 
turevdaily, and is founded oa Joshua 1 B, 
where ** s ** is pr d with- 
out fail to these who meditate on God’s 
Word day and night, and ebey its precepts. 
The list of verses to be memerized, with 
Special messages from the Hon. Jobe Wana- 
maker, Don. O. Shelton, Philip E. Howard, 
and Wm. H Ridgway, is contained in a 
booklet, with covers 








beautiful illustrated 
iluminated after the style of the eld Missals. 


$2.50 a dozen ; $20 a hundred, 25c each. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TiMEs Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 




















In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 




























































































































Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 22: 1-14 


The Safe Tonic 


embodies elements that 
restore strength and 
build up the body 


via ~ourishment. 


Scott's Emulsion 


is a form of tonic- 
nourishment that 
makes for a sound 
body and abund- 
ant vitality. 


Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 20-56 























————_—== 





By R. A. TORREY 
The old reliable vest-pocket S$, $. Lessoa 
Companion. World-famed for its cou- - 


densed thought, concise expression, per- 
tinent illustration end spiritual Ce 


FS H. REVELL COMP, 
158.5th Av.. New York 17 N. Wabash Av,, Chi 











THE EXCELSIOR HYMNAL 


, Not the only sped book in the world but 
* as good as.the best and in certain respects, we 
believe, it is better than all others. 
day School use it excels. 

One introductory copy mailed for soc. Regu- 
lar price, O5c. MONEYBACKIFYOUWANTIT 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 7732, 9th, Sires" 














You ean be quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
Stuttering, “‘its Cause and Cure.”’ It -tells how I 


quis myself after stammering 20 yrs. B. N. Bogu 
5807 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. iil. St., indianapolis, 


BRONZE 12 .ets 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,ete. 


Globe Furniture Company, fcuras“ mete | 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 


wrote in their own way as the Spirit directed. 


You must parallel the 
accounts to get 
the full story. 


Riddle’s Outline Harmony of the Gospels 


does this for you — concisely, fully. 
Price, 15 cents, 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


























Victorious Life Hymns, edited by 
Charles M. Alexander, is the ideal 
book, not only for Victorious Life meet- 
ings, but in Young People’s Societies, 
church prayer-meetings, the Sunday- 
school, Sunday preaching services, evan- 
gelistic services, and for almost every 
form of Christian gathering. It may 
be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, or $55 
a hundred. 


"} manner, 





hymns, and prayer. 





es) : 


THE SUNDAY S 


va 


(Continued from the preceding page) 
ag It may be had from The Sun- 

y School Times Company, 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents a 
copy, or $1 a dozen. Many schools make 
a practise of supplying every teacher 
with a copy of this booklet. Where this 
is not done, individual teachers have 
found it worth while to secure a copy 
for themselves, 

An aid of another sort is the binder 
especially designed to hold a year’s sup- 
ply ef The Sunday School Times. Many 
readers have found the weekly issues 
not only valuable for their lesson -prep- 
aration, but use its general articles for 
constant reference. throughout the year 
and afterward. For preserving them 
safely and in an orderly mafiner, the 
binder is invaluable. It is manfactured 
in two styles, the stiff binder, costing 

1.25, and the flexible -binder, 90 cents. 

hese may also be had from the Times 
Company. . 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











Indiana.—How are we going to get Juniors 
to bring their Bibles and use them?—A. D. 
Te Sunday-school lesson properly 

studied and properly taught by the 
teacher will make the Bible interesting. 
The scholars will not bring their Bibles 
unless the teacher does and unless the 
teacher shows the scholars how to use 
the Bible in the class with profit. The 
proper use of the Bible is exceedingly 
interesting, more so than anything else, 
if it is used in the right way. 





Michigan.—What should corstitute the 
opening service of a Sunday-school?—A. M. 
HE opening of a Sunday-school 
should occupy the same position as 
the opening of a church service. It 
should prepare the way for the les- 
son study that is to follow. It should 
be largely made up of proper elements 
of worship, conducted in a worshipful 
Business, announcements, and 
the like, should be reduced to ‘a: min- 
imum. One of the best books to read 
on this particular subject is Hartshorne’s 


“Worship in the Sunda School” 
(Teachers’ College, 525 est 120th 
Street, New York, $1.25). 


I would call this ‘feature of the school 
the opening worship, and not the open- 
ing exercises. It should consist of Scrip- 
ture memory passages, suitable hymns, 
including some of the old standard 
It should be con- 
ducted in a worshipful manner. Many 
schools are coming to recognize this 
thethod of opening their sessions, and 
find it a great benefit not only in teach- 
ing reverence, but in cultivating a wor- 
shipful spirit and preparing the way 
for well-taught lessons. 





West Virginia--What are some of the 
commonest errors made in Sunday-school 
teaching 7—D. T. 


1. In doing all the talking. 

2. In having a verse read, and then 
asking what that verse means, 

3. In taking it for granted that the 
scholars know more than they do. 


4. In asking questions in rotation. 
5. In teaching over the scholars’ heads. 
6. In, talking down to older pupils. 


7. In following a printed outline from 
a book. 


8. In the over-use and abuse of illus- 
trations, 


9. In not reviewing’ what has been 
taught. 


10. In trying to teach too much. 


Quite a good deal could be said about 
each of these errors.. My impression is 
that No. 10 above is the one most com- 
monly made. It is impossible to teach 
all there is in a Sunday-school lesson. 
It is impossible to teach all there is in 
a single verse. It is far better to teach 
one truth on a given Sunday and drive 
it home, so that it can never be forgot- 
ten than it is to try to teach manhy 
truths, all of which will be - forgotten. 
One truth permanently fixed in a schol- 
ar’s heart is worth a whole week’s 
work of preparation and teaching. 








CHOOL TIMES ° 55 


An Emergency Appeal! 


TWO FACTS FIRST. (1) The Philadelphia School of the 


Bible, of which Dr. C. I. Scofield is President, is com- 
pelled to turn away many prospective students because 
it cannot provide proper dormitory facilities. 

(2) It must hold all special meetings in borrowed build- 
ings. because of lack of room. a 


A GROUP OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS has been thrown 
on the market, fairly well adapted for our present need 
and of ample proportions for future growth. It includes 
a dining hall and auditorium, a dormitory building with 
brick fire-tower, and an administration building for 
book-store and offices:; and can be secured for about 


P $50,000—two-thirds its value—if bought at once. 


WILL YOU HELP US SECURE THEM by prayer, or 
gifts—from $1.00 to $50,000? ‘This group of buildings 
should be saved for Christian work. We appeal to you 
because Sunday School Times readers are in sympathy 
with the teaching of the fundamentals of the faith, and 
our text book is the whole Bible. 


WE CAN BUY THE PROPERTY if every one who reads 
thig notice will send at least $1.00. Please do it now. 
If God leads you to send more it will enable us to put 
in a central heating plant, which is vitally necessary. 


General Secretary. 
The Philadelphia School'of the Bible, 1721-23 Spring Garden Sty Philadelphia, Pa. 








When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times 


Sankey’s Life 


AND THE 


Story of the Gospel Hymns 


RA D. SANKEY, Moody's intimate associate and musical 
partner, is with us no more in person, but he still lives in his 
many Gospel hymns that have become a precious part of our lives. 
His biography is full of stirring incident and graphic story. His songs are packed full of 
human interest. 

The present volume gives his life story as told by himself a short time before his death, [ 
and then relates the aoe of about two hundred famous Gospel hymns — who wrote 
them — the circumstances (often startling) under which they came to be written — where 
and when they were first sung — incidents showing the effects of the songs in the lives of 
those who heard them sung. 

The book is crowded with tellable stories — stories that will open the hearts of an audi- 
ence and stir them to real singing. “410 pages, with 24 portraits of famous sacred com- 
posers. $2.06, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 



























































BOY=TALKS 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD 








UST the sort of straight little talks that a 
About the things man can have with the boys he knows 
best ; intimate talks about things every 
boy is ‘‘ up against,’" coming right from the ° 
they are . heart of one who still remembers when he 
was a boy. For parents to put in the hands of 
s boys; or for Pastors, Sunday-school teachers, 
7 up against - or other speakers to use in talking with boys. 








$1.50, postpaid. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Thousands of boys read Mr. Howard's talks with interest and delight. 
THIS COLLECTION WILL BE WELCOME TO MANY. 
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Giving Timely Notice of the Famous 
February Sale of Furniture at 





@, It is to be expected that every homekeeper should look forward to this coming February 
Furniture Sale at Wanamaker’s with more than usual interest and curiosity. 


@, At a time of stabilizing and readjustment of values much more significance attaches to 
the largest Sale of any kind of goods in the world at retail. 


G, People feel impelled to ask, ‘Will furniture be much lower in price, and- will there be large 
assortments to pick from?” 


@, We can answer “Yes” to both of these questions. We can answer “Yes” emphatically. 


@ We can say that this coming Sale will bring furniture of the Wanamaker quality in 
practically unlimited variety at the lowest prices in several years. 


@ The Sale will be inaugurated with 


Three Days of Courtesy and Advance Choosing 
January 28, 29 and 31 


@ These days of preliminary inspection are greatly appreciated by people with furniture -to 
buy, especially those at a distance, to whom the advantage of going through the complete 
and unbroken stocks and making well-considered, forehanded selections means a great deal. 













@, Started more than thirty years ago, Wanamaker Furniture Sales have established a world’s 
record in extent of selling and a world’s standard in business service. 


@, They have always stood and they must always stand for reliability. 


@ The furniture in this February 1921 Sale will be as reliable as we have ever had, and 
that is as reliable as any furniture can be. There is no finer furniture made. 


@, There will be no stock of such fine furniture to be found anywhere outside of the 
Wanamaker Stores. The furniture in this Sale will be marked at reductions that are bound 
to mean real savings. , 





@ There will be no greater savings offered on any furniture of an equally fine kind and 
shown in an equally fine assortment anywhere in the country. 





@ People have come a thousand miles to buy furniture in these Sales, 





@, Furniture goes from them into practically all the States in the Union, and some has gone 
overseas. 








@ Two things combine to make this coming Sale an event of particular helpfulness. One is 
that prices are lower than they have been in some years. The other is that Wanamaker 
quality is as high as ever. 


JOHN WANAMAKER PHILADELPHIA 








Wanamaker’s Philadelphia 














































